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That the debate be adjourned until
Tuesday next,

Question passed.

RETURN — RAILWAY  FREIGHT
AND HAUTING COSTS, GOS-

NELLS-MIDLAXND, .

Ovder of the Day read for resumption
of dchate on motion moved by Mr. Rob-
inson as follows:—

That « return be luid apon the Table
of the IHouse showing (a) the number
of tons of Colliec coal brought from
stalions south of Gosnells to Midland or
passing through Midland Junction Lo
any stalion beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (0) the number of tons of rail-
way sleepers wnd timber brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passitg lhrough Alidland Junclion
to any station beyond Midland (all
lings) during twelve momths ended 30th
June, 1915; (¢) the number of tvns of
all other freights brought from stations
soulh of Gosnells fo Midland or -pass-
g through Alidland Junetion to any
station beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (d) fhe total cosr of hauling the
total tonnage referred 16 in paragraph
(@) 10 miles duriny the same period:
(¢) the total cost of hauling the tolal
tornage referved to in paragraph (b)
10 miles during the said period: (f)
the total cost of hauling the fotal ton-
nage rveferred to m paragraph (e} 10
miles during the said period,

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe} [8.43]: T want to
aslk the hon. member who wmoved this
motion to agree to its withdrawal. T
have made inquiries from the Commis-

sioner of Railwavs in regard to it, and.

have been informed that it will be almost
impossible to obtain accarately the in.
formation which the hon. member de-
sires. Tt womld also he rather expensive
to comply with the hon. member’s re-
quest, because of the limiled staff the
Commissioner has available, and more-
over, the C‘ommissioner suggests that to
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comply with the request would serve no
purpose, because the particulars which
would be fuarnished would not he aceu-
rate, and under the circumstances it
would not be desirable 1o altempt to
comply with the request.  Further, to
supply the information would require the
whole of the large records being turned
up for the 12 months, hecanse of the
fact that the department has been carry-
ing a huge quantity of material for the
Trans-Australian  railway by different
routes, and that has been done merely to
suit the department’s own convenienee.
The Commissioner, however, will supply
the hon. member with any information
he has at his disposal.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.44]: As
T understand that as my motion, if
carried, will canse some inconvenience to
the depariment, and that, when con-
venient, the fizures will be made avail-
able, T will, by leave, withdraw it.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjourned at 8.45 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 26th August, 1915,

—_—
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QUESTION—FARMS REVERTED
TO AGRICULTURAL BANK.

Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, How many farms have
reveried to the Agrieultural Bank sinee
1911—(a) by foreclosures of the bank;
{b) by foreclosure or forced deseriion
by being sold up by ereditors? 2, What
does the bank intend to do with the
farms stil held by them, but deserted by
the original owners? 3, Will the Gov-
ernment reinstate any of the original
owners who are desirous of returning o
their heldings?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Since the 1st July,
1011, the bank has tormally taken pos-
session, nnder its power of sale of 408
abandoned and assigned seeurities, It is
impossible to say what proportion of
these failures wag due to the pressure
of creditors. 2, &s a result of the im-
proved eonditions active inquiry for
wheat lands is being made, and there
is no diffieulty in disposing of wheat
properties within a workable distance of
a railway, 3. Where the land has not
been sold, or the title otherwise divested
by any law relating to bankruptey, the
bank will be prepared to consider pro-
posals for redemption by morteagors,

QUESTION—MEDICATL OFFICER,
MENZIES HOSPITAL.

My, MULLANY asked the Hon. R.
H. Underwood {Honorary Alnister): 1,
What steps are bheing taken to fill the
position of medical officer at the Gov-
ernment hospital at Menzies? 2, What
amount of subsidy is the department
now paying that officer? 3, Tlas the de-
partment any knowledge of the amount
earned in private praeiice by the last
oflicer holding the position?

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) replied: 1, Every effort
has been made by the Medical Depart-
ment to secure a successor to Dr, Shaw,
but without success up to the present.
Endeavour is still being made. 2, £200
as Distriet Medieal Officer, M enzies.
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£100 as visiting Medical Officer, Kooky-
nie. and £100 as visiting Medteal Officer,
Davyhurst. 3, No.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

In motion by My, BOLTON (South
Fremantle) leave of absence for two
weeks granted to the member for Collie
(Mr. A, A. Wilson) on the ground of
urgent private business.

[The Depuly Speaker took the (hair.]

- BILL—SALE  OF
REGUTLATION.
Second Reading.
lJebate resumed from the 24(h August.
Ar, ROBINSOX (Canping) [4.38]: 1T
rise Lo support the second reading of -
this Bill, 1 like the title of the Bill,
“An Aet to regulate the closing time of
licensed premises during war lime” It
means what it says, because this country
is pledged to a measure of |ocal option
in the year 1920; and 1 do not think it
would be a good thing for Parliament to
tiutker with the licensing law in respect
of matters alrendy decided, while the
thme limit is vanning itz course.  This
Bill, however, purports tc be only a
measure to deal with the closing of
licensed premises during war time. An-
olher note I was glad to hear sounded in
this eunnection hy the Atterney (General
is Lhat the measure is not one in ilself
dealing with temperance matters or wilh
the reform of persons euiity of drinking
too much. 1t is a Bill which may he de-
seribed ns one dealing with the temperate
side of temperanee. Tis ohject is to con-
teol liquor sales during a {ime of stress
in 1he couniry, T abserve that although
the G(itle says that the measure is {o regu-
late the sale of liguor during war time.
vet the duration of the measure is fixed
to the 3ist December, 1916, I presume
that fhe Attorney General will not ob-
ject to any amendment in the way of
terminating the operations of the mea-
sure af the declaration of peace,.if by

chance peace comes in the meantime.

LIQUOR
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The Attorney General: That was ob-
Jecled to in the Upper Chamber. Under
the Council’s Standing Orders a definite
date must be fixed for terminating the
operalion of such a measure as this,

Mr. ROBINSON: Does not the Min-
ister think that to fix the date of declara-
tion of peace wonld be to fix a definite
dale? '

The Attorney QGeneral: T do not think
so. 1 wish i were,

Mr. ROBINSON: In a way, I am
sorry to see this Bill come forward, he-
cause I should have liked to find (hat the
Government exercised the powers which
they possess under the 1914 slatuie for
¢losing holels at an hour that the Gov-
crnment thought proper. However, the
Govermaent have declined to take Lhat
responsibility, and as they even now con-
trol the voice of the Honse, I am pre-

« pared to accept a Bill in this form rather
than that the earlier elosing of hotels
should be withheld, beecause, as I have
said in this Honse before, T am in favour
of eclosing hotels from eight to eight. T
would point out, however, that the Gov-
ernment say, “We decline to exercise the
powers that we possess under the 1914
measure, becanse we told Parliament
when we introduced the Bill thai the
powers under it were only to he used in
eases of emergency, of riot, and such
cases do not exist at present.” That is
uot in the Aet; that is simply what the
Attorney -General then told this House.
T wventure to think that the difficulty
could be easily got over by a simple reso-
lution of this House. The Attorney
General might move to the effect that
in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the shortening of hours
referred to in the Aet of 1914 should
be adopted. Such a motion would,
T faney, be carried unanimonsly in this
Chamber, The Government would then
have the power to do as they wish, and
ther wonld save the £3,000 contemplated
to he spent in the taking of a poll under
this Rill. After all, however, that is a
matter” for the powers that be.  The
Attorney General says he will do so-and-
g0, and at the present time we can only
make counter suggestions. To deal with

[ASSEMBLY.] :

some of the prineiples of the measure, I
observe thal whilst it aims al shortening
lours at the close of ihe day, it does not
aim al ghortening hours at the commence-
ment of the day. The Attoruey General,
in answer (o ab inderjection, said that
this seecond proposal would involve such
a complicated set of cuestions that it
would be diflienlt for the people to give
their answer. T think that might be
rveadily gol over by the use of such words
as “eight” to  six)” “eight to seven,”
“eight to eight”——

The Aftorney General interjected.

Mr. ROBINSON: If the poll goes to
the country just as proposed in this Bill,
the public-house will remain open from
carly morrming until the particular hour
of night deeided upon, whereas, T think,
one of the most desirable features in
dealing with hotels at the present juie-
fure is to prevent thal most pernicious
habit of drinking before hreakfast. In
my opinion, there is very little hope for
a man who drinks hefore breakfast. 1
would slop (he hquor of snch a man.
He is a man who should he carefully
looked after. T would put him behind
barbed wire entanglemenis.  Another
principle in the Bill is that it divides the
country into disiriels, and I think it is
a question whirh the House should con-
sider as to whether it is wise {o divide
the whole of Western Australia into dis-
triets, or whether the poll shonld be taken
for the whole of Wesfern Australia. T
think there are ohjections {n each course,
am} it is o question 1o consider whieh is
the hetter one to follow. TPersonally, T
am inclined to think that the proposition
puat forward by the Atformey General is
the heiter one.  Speaking for some of
my friends, they wonld like to see it for
lhe whole State. but the danger is that
there may be a hloek vofe in one district
which may be contrary to the vote of the
metropolitan arca or of a country dis-
triet, and T realise that what is good for
the town is not good for the eountry, and
vice versa, and that what suits the people
of the goldfields might not suit the people
of Katanning. We in this Siate are
siunted differently from the people in
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South Ausitralia and Vicloria, Here we
have a vast goldfields population whose
interests in many ways in the matier of
living are not in eommon with ours, and
the condilions may be quite different in
regard io. this matter on the goldfields.
That = why 1 am personally inclined to
favour the propesition put forward by
the Atiorney General. One of the other
features of the Bill is in eonneclion with
Ihe question of compensalion—ihe Bill
ealls it compensalion. It is very difficult
to know how we are going to equilably
compensate those who may be injured by
the putling into operation of -a statuie
like this. I think that the arithmetieal
method of doing 1l, as set out in the Bill,
ig not good, for the reason that what
suils Pinjarra might not suit East Fre-
wmantle, or North Perth, and what suits
IKalgoorhie might not suit Katanning.
Fach distriel and each individual should
20 on its own merits. I rather like the
provisions now jin the Act in existence,
whicl, in effect, mean that if there is a
shorlening of hours the landlord and the
lessee will endeavour to agree to a reduc-
tton of rent. and failing their agreement,
the mafter should go hefore the licensing
magistrate of the disiriet, who will de-
cide.  Of course T need not say to the
House that the hours of the day in a
liotel mean a difference in rvevenue. I
can caonegive thal the revenne derived
hy a publie-house hetween eight and nine
o'clock in the evening will he vastly dif-
terent from the revenne derived, say, be-
tween five and six o'clock in the evening,
or hetween seven or eight o'elock in the
maorning.  So if we do it arithmetieally
I do nol think it will work equitably in
all cases. QGenera' - speaking T think the
measure i8 one v'ich, subject to a little
disenssion in Co- mittee, will eommend
itself to all partics, T only regret that
some such step was not taken at an
earlier stage, We have heen at war for
over 12 months. and T think much more
mizht have heen saved the State if this
Bill had been hrought into operation 12
moniths ago, or if the Government had
taken upon themselves to exercise the
power they undoubtedly possess under
the existing A¢t. Buaf. as T have already
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said, that is purely & matter of respon-
sibility, and if the Government do not
care to take it lef us do it in this way.
[ support the Bill.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [4.50]:
Whilst T appreciate the aims and desires
of the Government in bringing forward
this measure, I eannot dispel from my
mind the opinion I have always held as
to the value of a referendum on gues-
tions such as this. T ayvee with the last
speaker, who says that he would rather
have seen the Governmen( take in hand
the question of fixing the hours without
invoking the aid of a referendum, and,
considering the life of the proposed new
law, it wounld have been a better and more
economical course to adopt. I take it the
Government have the power under the
exisling Aet to fix the hours.

The Attorney General: This will be
permanent while it lasts; we might apply
the other for a week during some great
emergency.

Mr. PIESSE: The present is a very
great emergeney indeed, and would fully
justify such an aclion on the part of the
Government, I think the Government
ought to have taken the responsibility of
fixing the hours without putting the
counlry to the eost of a referendum.
Beceause of the lack of inferest which peo-
ple generally take in questions of this
deserirtion, the voting, I mainlain, will
make the deecision almost valueless. I
feel sure that that will be the result of
the referendum. In the matter of dis-
tricts, there, again, I agree with the pre-
vious speaker, and T feel that the voting
should apply to the whole of the Stale
and not to districts. However, we shall
have an opportunity of discussing the
matter in Committee, and we ean then en-
deavour fo amend seme of the elauses,

Mr, B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [4.53]:
I think the time has gone by when, in
the history of a demoeratic country like
Ausiralia, we can find any great weight
of public opinion against submitting
questions to a referendum of the people.
T can conceive of no more equitable, and
eertaimly there is no more democratic
way, of deciding any great question of
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public impertance (han to submit it to a
vote of the people.

Mr. Taylor: The whole of the people.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I say to the peo-
ple. 1E only a small section of the peo-
i le Inke a sufficient interest in a guestion
and go to the poll to vote on it, that does
uot always prove that the matter is not a
vreat and a vital one. 1 would inform
ihose members who interject in such a
fashion, ihat on the oceasion of the first
submission of (he referendum in Aus-

iralia the vote cast was & little
uver 30 per cent. Will any one say be-
enuse of that, that the questions sub-

mitted to the people were not of vital im-
poriance, and that there was not keen in-
terest in them right throughout Austra-
lin? | say unhesilatingly that there was,
and the fact that only a small vote was
rolled was not an indieation of lack of
intcrest, especially when we remember
that the questions were submitted apart
from n general election, when there was
alsa an absence of the personality of can-
didates, which always has the effect of
drawing people to the poll. A different
svstem will operate on this occasion, The
intention is to take this referendum on
the day that the Federal questions are to
be submitted (o the people, and we are
also aware of the faet that a Bill is now

goirg through the Federal Parliament
for the purpose of making voling on

those questions compulsory. If we have
compulsory voting, the great bulk of the
people will g6 to the poll and will exer-
cize their vole on this guesiion, We are
likely {o get a far larger vote on this oe-
casion than on the oreaston of a general
election, because eompulsary voting will
be in force, The question of the wisdom
of taking the vote in distriels has heen
referred to by hon. members, and I would
roint out, espeeially to the last speaker,
who represents a country constitueney,
that T am quite eonvinced he would nat
like the people resident in the metropoli-
tan area or the goldfields area to say
what should obtain in the agricultural
centres.  There are a few of what we
might eall truly agrieultural towns, the
residents of which will vole in conjune-
tion with the agrieultural coramunity, but
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the people in those towns will be influ-
enced a great deal by what will suit the
agrienltural eommunity, and they will
not he dominated by the large section of
the people who are to-day gathered in
the metropolitan area and on the eastern
goldfieids. By dividing the State into
Tour districts we shall have a distinet
community of interests, agricaltural,
melrop:olitan, goldfields, and pastoral,
and T ean conceive of no fairer or more
equitable method of dividing up the State.
In that way also we shall get over the
absurd position that might be ereated if
we made the distriets too small. If the
melropolitan area were ent np into,nore
than one distriet we might have the posi-
lion that one seefion would favour clos-
ing at six o’elock and another at 10
o'clork.  One hon. member interjected the
other day when the Attorney General was
introducing the Bill that the question had
setiled itself and that there was no
longer a public demand for the reduction
of the hours for the sale of liquor in
licensedd houses. I can assure that hon.
member that (he demand is jast as keen
to-day as it was when the “eight {o
eight” agitation was hefore, the people.

Alr. George: The neressity to-day is not
s0 great.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: [Last ycar when
we were passing through a very trying
{ime, a year when unemploymeni was af
its ereatest height, we wasted no less
ihan 237 millions sterling in this State on
strong drink. T ask hon. members to try
and realise the benefits the State might
have derived from that money if it had
been placed in the Savings Bank through
which institution it could have heen used
to assist the industries of the State. What
[ was dealing with when the hon, mem-
her inlerjecled was the faet that the pub-
lie agitation of the curtailment of the
hours of licensed houses has not died
down. T admit that {he agilation is not
sa keen as it was, but before many more
weeks have elaysed T can assnre the
House that just as keen an agitation will
exist as that which we experienced some
little [ime hack, and not only in the met-
ropolitan area, hul thronghout the State.
ITon. members will then be able to realise



[26 Avausr, 1915.]

that the people of the State are demand-
ing that the hours of licensed premises
shll be curtailed,

Mr. Taylor interjected.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. gentle-
man does not ecarry on a political cam-
paign in his electorate during the whole
of the period intervening between elee-
tions. The reformers were not foolish
enough to keep going when the Premier
told them the Government had ne power
under the other Act.

Mr. Foley: They ought not to be
weary in well doing.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: They are going
to organise another campaign, and I as-
sure hon. members it will be as effective
as the last.

Mr. Thomson: If it is not more effec-
tive it will not be mueh good.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There is one prin-
ciple in this Bill with which I wish to
deal and that is the question of the dura-
tion of the Act. It is provided that the
wmeasore shall operate till December,
1916. I think it should be made perman-
ent with provision for tuking a2 vole at
cerfain stated periods. There may be
many who would object to taking a vote
during the duration of the war and mak-
ing the deeision then given to last for
many vears afterwards. If the vote
were made effective until the end of the
war—conditions will nof vary much dur-
ing that time—and provisien were made
that on the demand of a eertain percent-
age of the voters anofther poll should be
taken, the question would then be de-
cided for another stated period of years.
That would be fairer and more equitable
than to provide that the measure shall
come to an end unless both Houses of
Parliament vote for its continuance.
The provision in the Bill will mean that
Parliament will be asked in December,
1916, to pass resolutions fo continue ihe
Act in foree for another period and there
is & possibility that influence might be
brought to bear on at least one branch
of the legislature to throw the measnre
out. After the people have experienced
the working of the measure, I believe
publie opinion would make it difficult for
gither Chamber to discontinue the Act.
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Mr. Taylor: If the Aect were a sue-
cess.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If the Aet were
a suceess from the standpoint from
which I view it, many members would
say it was a failure. The success of leg-
islation of this kind depends upon the
viewpoint from which it is judged.

The Premier: Every member depends
upon the votes of his coustituents.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I have no fear
for this Chamber, but there is another
branch of the legislature not econstituted
as this House is. I wonld ask the Attor-
ney Cleneral to agree to an amendment
having for its object the making of this
logisiation permanent with a proviso for
taking a vote at stated periods.

The Premier: Can vou say that such
a provision will not mean the loss of the
Bilt?

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: If sueh a pro-
vision would mean the loss of the Bill,
my nobjection has ten times more force.
[£ the Bill will he wrecked uniess Par-
liament has the right to pronounce npon
it again in 1918, there must be an inten-
tion to do something when that time ar-
rives, It would be far better, now that
the whole subjeet is before Parliament.
to make this legislation permanent.
There ean he no objection to this pro-
vided we gave the right to take vofes
at stated periods. The people wonld
then have the right to reverse any pre-
vious deeision.

The Attorney General:
reference to  the people wonld
money.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If the Act is to
end in 1916 I would like to ask what will
operate when it comes fo an end.

The Premier: There is provision o ex-
tend it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Supposing one
branch of the legislature refused to ex-
tend it?

The Premier: If the people will suf-
fer sueh a Chamber, serve them right !

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Then we shall
have no stipulated hours regolating the
closing time of the licensed houses,

The Attorney General: Yes, the pre-
sent hours will be in force.

The econstant
mean
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Mr. B. ). STUBBS: There is no pro-
vision for that. If in any distriet fresh
hours were decided upon, the present
hours would disappear and if in Decem-
ber, 1916, this legislation were not eon-
tinuéd, there would then be no hours for
the closing of licensed honses,

The Attorney General: That is not so.

Mr. Taylor: The present hours would
disappear only while this measure was
in existence.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: Then this Bill

will not accomplish what it is intended

to do. When the people in any district
decided to alter the present hours for
closing hotels, the present hours would
autoratically cease and the hours de-
cided upon would come into vogue. Then
if the legislatore decided that this wmea-
sure should not oporate after Decem-
ber, 1916, to what hours should we re-
vert? 1 wish to see provision made
which will be better for everyone, which
will work more smoothly and whieh will
obviate the necessity for asking Parlia-
ment to continve something which
should have been made permanent in the
first place. No hardship would result
because the people who ave vitally con-
cerned would have the right to reverse
any vole given on the first ocension. If
sielh a proviso were included no other
provision wonld be necessary in connee-
tion with the duration of the measure. T
support the second reading and con-
gratulate the Attorney General on hav-
ing introduced the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL  {Northam)
[.8]: In listening to the introductory
remarks of the Atlorney General, I gath-
ered that this is an emergency measure
because of the special eireumstances in
which we find ourselves placed at the
present time. 1t was pointed out that
it is necessary to close hotels earlier than
under normal conditions. This is an
emergency and therefore an urgency mat-
ter, and vet the Attornev General pro-
poses to take a vote of the people which
cannof be obtained for many months.
The position is that if, after a period of
six months, the people say this measure
shall become law, it will become law, Un-
der the 1914 Act the Attorney General
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has ample power. The Government can,
if they please, inke the responsibility of
doing what they think necessary under that
Aet. T am hound to admit that when
the Attorney General introduced that
weasure, lie explained that it would he
used only in case of extreme necessity, that
was, 1o the event of a riof or trouble oe-
curring and it being deewmed necessary
to cloze the hotels. We can relieve the
Minister of thal promise and, if we do so,
which 1 think would be only proper, e
will have ample power. 1t will merely he
necessary to re-enacl the 1914 Act and the
Government will then bave all the power
whiclh even the member for Subiaco de-
sives, When the measure of last year
was iutroduced, the Minister explained
that it would be used only on urgent and
special oeccasions, and [, for one, would
not expect him to use it nnless he were
first released from the wnderstanding
then avrived at, * The B1ill now -bhefore us
cannot become law for some considerable
time, If it is nceded, it is urgently
needed, and we eannot afford to allow the
matier to he hung up month after month
for half a year. ln most towns in this
Stale, much less drinking is now indulged
in than previously. The work of (he tem-
perance reformer has met with muach
greater suceess during the Iast  twelve
months  than ever hefore because the
ntind of the people has been prepared io
receive the advice of our temperance
friends. ‘T'he people have been prepared
tu Follow sueh adviee. They ave renlising
{lat too much money has heen expended
on lquor, and they are also realising the
consequences of excessive drinking. The
drinking which onee was indulged in in
this State will never again be exper-
icnced.

The Premier: You will not give us a
chance to prevent it by legislation,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: ILegislation in
Yew Zealnnd Las not achieved if. °

The Premier: Yes it has.

Tfon. J. MITCHELL: No it has not.
There is probably as mueh drinking in
New Zealand to-day as ever there was.

The Premier: No.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I know that in
some distriets it is so. If (here is dis-
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triel prohibition, it is possible to get
liquor inle that distriet from an adjoin-
ing district where liguor is sold. Let me
mention what happens at Gore. There
are some breweries which reeeive orders
from people in Gore and they have to
send the beer outside the prohibition dis-
trict six or scven miles {o a railway sid-
ing where it is taken off the trucks, re-
consigned and sent to the consumers n
the town. District probibition in New
Zealand, T believe, has been an absolute
failure.

Ar. B. J. Stubbs: There is no prohibi-
tion district in New Zealand.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, no-license
distriets where the sale of liguor i1s pro-
hibited. Tn this and every other State
.all the people should vote on such a ques-
tion, and there should not be the divisions
suggested by the Atforney General, though

this proposal has an advanlage over pro- -

g[osa]s in the past because the distriets
stipulated are very much larger. Fre-
mantle and Perth would no longer en-
Juy different eonditions, for all the metro-
politan districts would he included in the
one division, but if we are to take a vole
it should be a vote of the whole State. 1
do not see why under emergency legis-
lation a man in Perth should not be in
the same position as a maun in Novtham.
TL it is good to close hotels in Perth, it
is surely good to close them in Northam,
and if it is good to close them in Northam,
it 1s equally pood to cloze them on the gold-
fields.

The Attorney-General: Tt is for the
Northamites to say.

The Premier: Why do not you elect
Parliament on the same basis?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: You can do that
if you please.

The Premier: 1t is not a matter of “if
vou please.” If your argument is good
for the one why not for the other?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We are not dis-
cussing elections.

The Premier: The same thing applies.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We make the
law and it should apply equally in all the
different distriets. The Attorney General
has asked us to say that hotels shall close
at an early hour in order that people
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shall nol spend so much money on liquor.
1f that is necessary, then the closing hour
should be vniform throughout ihe State.
Tt should not be possible for one portion
of the State to have its hotels closed at
one hour and another poition to bave
them eclosed at another time. I believe
that in the case of the meiropoliian area
they will wnot reduee the hours during
whicl liquor 1ay be sold; neither do T
believe that the goldfields districts will
reduce the howrs either. It is, of course,
possible in agrienllural disiriets, where
there is very little drinking, that the
hours will be reduced.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : Shounld ¢the wmetropolitan area
be allowed to force their views ou the
goldfields people?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 do not know
whether the North-West wiil decide on
11 o’cloek as the hour for elosing.

Hou. R. IH. Underwood (Honorary
dfimister) : It will not macter what hour
they decide on.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 think the ¢los-
ing heurs should be uniform for the whole
of the State. I see that compensation is
to be paid. It is quite right that it should
be. T agree with the member for Canning
(Mr. Robinson) that, if a reduction is
made in the reni of a licensed house, this
should be decided by a magistrate. It is
quite obvious that the hours during which
hotelkeepers can sell their liguor are im-
portant in considering the amount of rent
that should be paid for the premises. It
seems to me that if a part of the préminm
paid as ingoing is to be returned, and if
part of tlie rent is to be abated, some part
of the license fee should also be remitted.
If a man hag patd £100 to sell liquor under
our laws to-day some part of that money
should be returned to him. If it is good
for the lessor lo take less rent, it is good
for the Government to take a lesser [icense
fee. The Bill in these respecis can be
dealt with in Committee. I rezret the
Government have not taken more responsis.
bility in regard to the matter, and that’
the proposal is presented in its present
form. If the Attorney General believes
honestly that, in this time of war, emerg-
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ency legislation is advisable, then he
shiould endeavour to arrive at the wishes
of the people by a different proeess than
that of a referendum, which cannot be
taken for four or five months.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [519]: In a
way, I am sorry the Attorney General
has introduced this measure for taking a
referendum on the question of regulating
tne hours for the sale of liguor during
war time. I notice in the measure, too,
that the only provision made is for the
shortening of hours. If the Atlorney
General desired this to he a demoeratic
measure, he should have allowed for the
lengthening of hours as well as the short-
ening, and for opening on Sunday. These
guestions have been just as fully con-
sidered, and in some cases are just as
earnestly desired, as the limitation of
hours is sought for in other distriets. It
is a question, of course, whether drinking
is an evil or not. T am on this measure
speaking in an impartial way. It would
not matter to me whether all the hotels
in the State were closed. For my own
part T am against this measure being
foisted upon the Government, or the Gov-
ernment being asked to pass legislation
for one section of the community, which
would, on another question, deny the
right of the same Government to place
hefore the people, by way of a referen-
dum, some other particular matter. It is
pandering to a few people who have not
the interests of the whole of the State
at heayt.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You will see when
the vote is taken.

Mr. FOLEY: I saw during the last

gesgion the very smme people who have
now asked the Governmoent to bring for-
ward this measure, giving the pecople an
opportunity of voting on the question,
practically black listing members in this
Chamber in their official paper, The Re-
former, even hefore they had given a
vote as to their opinions on the liquor
question,

Mr, (George: If they are injudicious,
do you think that should stop us from
instituting a reform?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. FOLEY: In my opinion it is an
ahsolute waste ©f money to iake a re-
ferendum on this questien at all.

Mr. Male: Hear, hear!

My, FOLEY: It is an absurd position
that one gmall section of lhe people can
foist this upon the Government and eause
tllem to bring it forward. My mind has
been made up iong on ihis question of
the regulation of the sale of ligwor. Dur-
ing this fime of stress every hon, mem-
her, not only in this Chamber bub in the
other Chamber, should take the full re-
sponsihility placed upon their shoulders
by their constituents. I think that the
Government should bring down a measure
of an absolutely non-party nature, and let
the members of this Chamber, and of the
other Chamber, vote upon it. If they do .
not vote, let their eonstituents deal with
them.

Mr, B, B. Johnston: If that had been
done you would have advoeated the taka
ing of a referendum,

Mr. FOLEY: This is merely giving
hon, members of this Chamber and of
another place an opportunity of shirking
their duty, a duty which they, as Parlia-
mentarians, should bear. I contend that
this waste of money, throngh puiling the
vote to the people, could be saved if
every member of i{his Chamber was
oiven an opportunity of realising his re-
sponsibilities and sharing them in regard
to the curtailment of hours. 1 do nol
think that the legislation passed last ses-
sion met the case at all. We know there
have been cases in which the Attorney
General might have pub into operation
the emergeney legislation passed last ses-
sion, Be it said to the eredit of that hon.
gentleman that he took every considera-
tion iuto acconnt. If this measnre is
passed, money will have to be spent. The
saime people in every constitueney in the
State are represented here, and even
after recording their votes they can say
no more than hon. members can say here
on this one question. Give the right to
the people to initiate legislation and then
put a referendum before them, and I will
be with the Government every time. But
when the people do not initiate legisla-
tion, and only a small section of the
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people have exerted themselves to force
the Governmeni to bring some special
legislation forward, then I am not going
to give my support to the Government
wlhich does bring forward such leigsla-
tion. hilst I am a member of this
Chamber, 1 will support the present Gav-
ernment in everything appertaining to
the welfare of the people, but in this
case, whether the curtailment of the sale
of liquor is going to bhe a benefit to the
people or not, 1 say that members of this
Chamber should have been given an op-
portunity of exercising their responsi-
hilities. T for ome would have been glad
to have taken my part in doing my duty
in that respect.

Mr. GEORGE (Muarray-Wellington)
[5.25]+ The hon. member who has just
sat down made one or two remarks to
which I wonld like to reply. 1 do not
fhink there is any doubt whatever that
the feeling throughout the whole of
1Western Australia is that temperance
shonld he practised by us all. During
lhe present time of stress more temper-
nnee than ever if possible, shonld be
shown. T helieve that the people them-
selves are beginning to realise this. I do
not look upon this referendum as giving
hon. members an opportunity of shirking
their duty. There is no member in the
House but who has, at one time or an-
other, stated his opinion on the temper-
ance cuestion, and there is no member
but who would be regarded as a fool and
a mantac if he advoecated that temperance
was not a proper thing 1o earry out, We
should give the people an opportuniiy
to state the time ai which licensed houses
should be closed. This question is one
which the people have a right to have
referred to them. Tt does not take away
the responsibility from any member of
Parliament, bnt gives all sections of the
community an oppertunity, irrespective
of whether they are Liberal or Labour,
of taking part in a decision upon such an
important matter.

Mr. Folev: T would he with the hon.
memher if he would make the application
general.

Mr. GEORGE: It does not matter if
uny particular principle is put forward
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in an injudicious manner. If the prin-
ciple is right we can forget the acts of
injudicionsness, and can forget the lack
of tact on the part of those bringing it
forward. We can make some allowance
for the exuberance they have displayed
in ehampioning their eause.

The Premier: Probably they have the

.same forl of opinion about you.

Mr. GEORGE: What is the use of
bringing forward matters of this sort?
This is a question which refers to the
well Leing of the whole of the people,
and should be dealt with alfogether out-
side politics or personalities.

The Premier: Then let us pass it as
early as possible.

Mr, GEORGE: I merely rose to point
out that, as far as the statement of the
hon. member for Leonora (Mr. Foley) is
eoncerned, he is wrong when he says thatl
this measure gives members an oppor-
tunity of shirking their dulies. I should
not like a siatement of that sort ie go
forth without voicing my opposition to
it.

Mr. MUNSIE (Haonans) [528]: 1
rise to support the second reading of the
Bill for almost the same reason as the
hon. member for Leonora put forward
for opposing the Bill. T alse am sorry
that Lhe prineiple, or 1lhe one greal
principle contained in this Bill, is con-
fined wholly and solely to the hours in
which licensed houses shall be opened for
the sale of intoxicating liquors. I believe
under existing conditions that if the
reople of Western Australia have a right
to have n vote, thev will eurtail the hours
in whieh it is possible to obtain intoxicat-
ing drink. I am also supporling the Bill
hecauge it is one whieh speciallv advo-
eates what T contend-is the greatest re-
form that this State, or anv other State,
or the Commonwealth, could institute,
namely the referendum. T want to make
these reservations, however. I am sup-
norting the Bill whole-heartedly as it is
introdieed with the amendment snggested
by the Attorney General but I intend,
when the Bill is in Committee, to move
in the direetion of having elubs included
in it. One of the prineciples on which T
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am supporting the measure is that it pro-
vides that the State of Western Austraha
shall be eut into districts. I want to be
very emphatic on the point that, if by
any means the distriets are wiped out,
and the State of \Western Australia is
compelled to vote as a whole on this ques-
tion, I am going to vote against the Bill
altogether. T shall also take the same
stand in connection with clabs.

Mr. Foley: Why?

Mr. MUNSIFE: An hon. member inier-
jeets “why?” T will explain why., T am
not going to cast a vote in this Chamber
which will have the offeet of closing
licensed houses only and of debarring
the working man from obtaining a glass
of liquor because the people have said
thai licensed houses shall close, for argun-
menl’s sake say, at G o’clock, while
another seetion of the commnnity,
merely hy belonging to a ¢lnb of which
handreds, perhaps thousands, cannot
aftord to be wmembers, are permitted to
get a drink doring the hours in which
licensed honses are not permitted to bhe
open. If the Premier will bring in a
Bill to prohihit the sale of intoxieating
lignors in elubs T will sapport him.

The hon. member flor Northam (Mr.
Mitehell) in  erificising the provision
in the Bill for dividing the State

into districts, said he believed that the
peaple of Western Anstralia should vote
as one eonstitvency on this question. Tf
that principle were good in this case it
should hé adopted in all veting. But
when it was sugmested  that the same
principle should held good in clections
to Parlinment the hon. member said it
was a different matier altozether. I
nuite realise that it would be a diffevent
matter for the hon. member for Northam.
For instance, if for eleetions to Parlia-
ment this State -were ent up into four
distriets T ean honestly assure the mem-
her for Northam that, if the ypeople in
dgne district at all events had the right
of =aving who .should represent Northam
in this House, there wonld be no possi-
hility of his zetling here.

Mr. Robinson: Why not stick to the
business hefore the House?

[ASSEMBLY.)

. Mr. MUNSIE: I say that the people
of Kalgoorlie or Boulder, or of the gold-
fields generally, have no more right to
say at what hour the licensed houses in
Northam shall close than the people of
Kalgoorlie or Boulder have to say who
shall represent Northam in this House.
An interjection was made during the At-
forney General’s speech asking why pro-
vision was not made in the Bill for tak-
ing hours from the bottom as well as
from the top. As far as T am concerned,
it is immaterial where vou start; the
result will be the sams,

Mr. Robinson: The Atltorney General
gave the answer to that, why repeat it%

Air. MUNSIE: If the hon. member
does not care to listen, he may go out-
side. '

Mr. Robinson:
same thing over

My, MUNSIE: I am sorry that the
hon. member is hecoming offended,

Mr, Robinson: I am not, I supported
the Bill.

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is only one hour
until the tea adjournment, and I do not
think the ITonse would miss the hon.
member if he were to leave. The hon.
member for Toodvay (Mr. Piesse), in
disenssing this Bill, contended that the
Government alrendy has the power to put
ils provisions into operation—that is that
the closing of licensed houses is provided
for in the law now on the statuie-hook.
Tt has been argued that we eannot pro-
duce from Hansard that any profits have
ever heen made. T have zat in my seat
in this IMons¢ and have heard the Pre-
mier, and also the Attornev {ieneral,
make the statement in answer to a ques-
tion or interjection by the leader of the
Opposition that it is only intended that
that provision shall become eoperative in
the case of absolnte emergency. There
is no question of deubt, in my opinion,
that not only in this Chamber, but also
in another place, if memhers had any
idea that the Government wounld at any
time, except in the case of absolute emer-
reney, put that provision into operation,
the Bill would never have become law.
The Bill we are now discussing, as intro-

But why repeat the
and over again?
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dueed, is a step in the right diveetion. I
helieve that the people of this State are
in favour of steps being taken to eurtail
facilities for drinking under existing cir-
cumstanees. I admit this departure
warrants sufficient notice heing given.
The statement has been made by the At-
torney General that he will endeavenr,
if the Bill hecomes law, to have the vote
taken at the same time as the Common-
wealth referendum proposals are placed
Lefore the people. If that be done, T
think ample notice will he given to all
parties, and, in my opinion, the success
of the proposals will be tested. Just a
word in connection with the time limit
fixed in the Bill. I do not know the
motive which actnated the Attorney
General other than that stated by him-
zelf, that the Standing Orders of another
place ecompel a definite perjod being
stated. Tf thiz Bill becomes law, irve-
spective of whether the war terminates
or not, T say that if the people have 12
months of it, no Parliament or Govern-
ment in this coantry will ever have the
opportunity of repealing it. T hope the
Bill will find its wav on io the stafute-
book because, as T said at the outset, it
gives some measure of a principle fo
which 1 adhere. namely the referendum.
I am sorrv only that we have not also
the initiative in this and other directions
in which other sections of the community
are inferested in principles which they
have advocated just as sincerelv as the
temperance party has advoeated allowing
the people an opportunity of voting on
this anestion.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [5.407:
When a measure of this kind is hefore
Parliament, in which certain democratic
pringiples are involved, widelvy different
views are laken of what are demoecratic
prinetples, Tt has been arstied that this
measare should he supporied on account
of its principles. One of the prineiples of
the Bill is that the State is eut into small
constitmenries. T inferjected while the
hon. member for Subiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) was speaking that the referen-
dnm to be placed hefore the people in
December by the Tederal Clovernment
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was a referendum of the whole of the
reople of the Commonwealih, and each
State will vole as a whole. Thus, each
State will get ike foll value of itz vote.
That is the most democratic expression
of Lhe publie will. But when you cut the
State into four distriets you do not get a
demoeratiec vote of the whole, The only
thing the Commonwealth could do to
make the expression of opinion more Je-
moeratic would be to provide that the
Commonwealth should vote as one Siate;
and if they reached that they would reach
the aeme of democracy so far as voting
is concerned. Thal is the only manner in
which it could be made more democeratic
than iz now proposed. In this Bill the
State is divided into four districts and it
is claimed that this is a democratic prin-
eiple. T say it is not. Would those hon.
wembers who coitend that this proposal
is demoeratic support a Bill providing for
the cutting up of the State inlo four
distriets, or six, for the purpose of voting
for the Senate?

The Premier; J am not cailed upnn to
express an opinion on Fhat.

Alr. TAYLOR: T will express my opin-
ion. T would leave the State as it is
to-day.

Member: Ts it democratic for
scetion to dominate?

Mr. TAYLOR: If it be justifiable for
ane part of the State to deminate in res-
pect 1o the Senate, is it nof also jusiiii-
able in respect of the liquor question?
Tf a demoeratie principle is sound in one
particular instance, it must he sound in
anather: and in my opinion, this Bill is
a blow against the democratie prineiple
of the Senate, which is a most demoeratic
hody. When von give the franchise to
the peonle you ean only make it more de-
mocratic by widening the area of their
choice.

Member: Do you mean to say it is
democratic when onlv one scction is re-
presenled ?

My, TAYLOR: T am contending that
the majority of the people are represented
in the circomstances. I am dealing with
Western Australia, in whieh the State as
a whole voies for six Senators, Tn (hose
circumstances a majonrity vote must re-

one
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present the will of the majority in West-
ern Ausiralia, [ am not saying that in
regard to this liguor question any one
section of the people should decide whe-
ther the hotels shall be closed. Neither
the goldfields ner the agricultural, pas-
toral, or metropolitan areas should be

coerced. Would those gentlemen who now -

advoeate this Bill as a democratic form
of expression of opinion advocate the

earving up of Western Ausiralin  inio
six electorales for the Senate¥ Why nol

contend instead of four districts, that
every disirict should decide this gueskion
for itself? Tt is only a matter of degree
wiether you ecarve Western Awnstralia
into four, or ten, or bweniy districis.
Why shonld one part of the State
contrel another part? I am not
zoing to oppose the carving up of the
State into four disiricts because I know
the goldfields will exercise their vote ac-
cording as it suils them and in accordanee
with their walk in life, and will let others
do the same. T am werely arguing against
this being claimed as a demoeratie prin-
ciple. I fail to see that it is in any way
democratic.

The Attorney General: Is it not demo-
cratic to appeal to the people?

Mr. TAYLOR: But you are appealing
to four seclions; it wounld be demacralic
if yon were appealing to the people as
a whole, -

Member: What abount loeal governing
bodies?

Mr, TAYLOR : A lceal governing body
controls only its own area. A vote taken
in Subiaco distriet does not affeet the city
counecil. T am not af all worried about the
propozal in the Bill, but when [ hear men
who «claim fo have heen rocked in the
eradle of demoeracy claim this as a de-
mocratie principle T am compelled to make
the remarks T have made. And when my
vremarks are analysed by the demoeratic
seetion of the people of the State, T think
it will be found that what T have stated
on the point is absolutely correct. The
bigeer the area in whieh the people are
appealed to, the wider and the more demo-
eratic it is. The more narrowly the area
is eonfined the more conservative it is.
The Attorney General in his second read-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ing speech pointed out that districts were
defined on a community of interest. At
all events, as the Bill stands it will afford
an opportunity for the people to decide
whether they will have earlier closing, be-
tween the hours of six in the evening and
eleven at night; but the measure will not
permit of the hotels being opened for
longer hours, It is not propoesed to in-
terfere with  the opening hour in the
morning, six o'clock; so that hotels may
trade anything from 12 to 17 hours, The
provisions of the Bill are absolutely fair,
anud, as pointed out by the Attorney Gen-
eral, the measure may be re-enacted be-
Lore the 31st December of next year. The
Minister has also pointed out that Stand-
ing Qrder 174 of the Legislative Council
com)cls ihe insertion in the Bill of a
provision-limiting its operation as stated.
| Jde not think that provision can be ad-
vaneed as an argument to prove that
there is no Justification for going so far.
My view is {hat whatever honr may he
decided upon at the referendum will eon-
tinve in force for some considerable fime.
1 aun deeply sensible of the fact that it
is not ihe war which has created the de-
sire to close hotels early. There is a sec-
tion of the commnunity which has been
working, sinee long before T sprang into
existence, to minimise the liquor traffic;
and that seetton has my sympathy. I
commend those people, that small band,
for making themselves felt, as they have
heen aceused of doing. I commend the
small band of the alliance for taking this
opporfunity of bringing forward their
prineiple, for having it cnacted when the
condifions are opportune.

Mr. Green: The alliance have you on
their black list.

AMr. TAYLOR: T suppose there is no
member of this House who is held in less
esteem by the alliance than myself.

The Premier: Yes; the Minister for
Works.

Mr, TAYTLLOR: I know the Minister
for Works has done more to advocate the
principles of the alliance than any other
man in Western Awstralin, However, the
faet of my being mis-csteemed by themn
does not dispel my admiration for people
go nnmerically weak who can make them-
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selves felt in this fashion and seize the
right opportunity to put their principles
inlo foree. It has been said that if this
measure is given a trial for 12 months,
if the people have 12 months’ experience
of shorter hours for the sale of liquer,
no Pacliament will dare to lengthen the
hours again, 1 want to be candid. I re-
cognise that a very large number of peo-
i'le consider the present hours too long.
Why should a person in the business of
liquor seliing be allowed longer trading
hours than anyone selling anything else?
We restriet other traders from selling
goods beyond certain hours, Why should
the ligquor seller be allowed four or five
hours a day more than any other trader?
The argument, I know, is that the doors
of hotels must be kept open so that peo-
iPle ean obtain what they need in the way
of refreshment.

The Premier: Are you a member of
the House Committee? If so, what about
the refreshment room?

Mr. TAYLOR: Should a provision for
the early closing of clubs be inserted,
then, if we are anything approaching
self-respecting men, we will elose our bar
at, six ¢’clock. If this Bill is earried and
if 1 remain a member of the House Com-
miliee, I sha)]l advoeate that Parliament
i:ave no preference in this respect. It has
Leen sugpested by the Minister for Works
thal we should test the whole position n
tliis House by closing the bar, T am
pleased the measure has bheen brought
down, but still I am in accord with those
hon, members who have said thal there
is now in exisience sufficient machinery
for the Government to rednce trading
hours without going to the expense of a
referendum.  The Government, however,
think, and perhaps rightly, too, that the
prineiple of this Bill is one which affects
the penple as a whole, and that therefore
the people should be allowed to decide on
it. The Government believe that an ex-
penditure of £3,000 or £4,000 is infini-
tesimal as compared with the advantage
of havingz (he voice of the people ex-
preszed on the question. That considera-
tion, T think, has acinated the Govern-
ment in bringing forward this Bill. I
trust, however, that even if the measure
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{ails to become law, the Government, hav-
ing the necessary power, will, if they be-
lieve there is necessity for it, exercise
that power and close hotels at an earlier
hour. I have mueh pleasure in support-
ing the second reading.

Hon, II. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.53]:
The hon. member who has just sat down
appears to me to have been arguing that
on the prineciples of true democracy the
manner 1y which it is sought to refer the
question of elosing hours of hotels to the
people is undemoeratic.  Tn my opinion,
it is undemoeratic, and contrary to the
principles of frue democracy, that any
one section of the people should be able
fo everce any other section, The hon.
member seems to argue that this RBill is
contrary to the principles of true demoe-
racy becanse 1he Slate is not allowed to
vote as a whole. Ti is strange from what
different peints of view we look at things.
T eonsider that it would be contrary to
truly demoeratie principles if the State
of Western Australia, as at present ean-
stituted, voled as a whele. In that ease,
T feel confident, certain sections of the
eommunity would he able fo coeree other
sections; and therefore the adoption of
the method propesed by the hon. member
would he contrary to the principles of
true demoerncy. As regards the prinei-
ples of the Rill itself, hon. memhers have
already agreed upon them. We went
into the matier last session, and agreed
that under the eonditions then existing—
and still exisiing—it might be necessary
to close public-houses al an earlier hour,
and also perhaps to open them ab a later
hour. T do net mtend this evening to go
inte either the economie or the moral

aspect of the queslion, We are all agreed

on the point that not onlv excessive
drinking but infemperanee is a curse o
any community in which il exists, There
is no need for me to dwell on that. Ali
we have to ennsider at the present time
is whether the melbods proposed hy this
Rill are advisable. Personally. I regret
that the Government eould not see their
wav-——thiz heing merelv an emergency
guestion—to make use of fhe powers
which thevy have under existing legisla-

tion. TIf the Government eame forward
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with a measure proposing that for, say,
12 months hotels in this State should
close at unine o'clock i the evening, I
would welcome it.

The Premier: You are argoning againsl
yourself now.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: No. This is a
general guestion. The wmember for M.
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) was dealing with
the matter in a general way, I am now
dealing with the principle as applled to
an emergency question.

The Premier: You are now arguing
that this shounld apply to the whole
State,

Hon, II. B. LEFROY : 1 say that, this
being an emergency matter, the Govern-
ment might take the respousibility of
applying the principle to the whole of
the Stale. 1f the early clusing were pro-
posed to be made pernanent, it would he
a different proposition.

The Attorney General: Will you back
us ap, whatever hour we fi\?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : T am not going
to say that. 1 have iold the Government
that I am prepared 1o baeck ihem up in
fixing the hour of closing for mine
o’clock

The Premier: (ould you fairly expect
the Government tn be able to fix the
haurs for all the different parls of the
State?

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: 'lhat is what
the Governmen! seem to desire when in-
troducing the Bill.

The Attorney (ieneral: The Aect we
have enables us to closc any helel any-
where, and not only as to honrs, bni ta
the extent of total prohibition.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: With regard
to the main point in this Bill, whether
the guestion should be referred to a ref-
erendum of the people or net, from the
aspect of expense T regrel {hat the Gov-
ernment enuld not see their way {o deal
with the ruestion In a more econamieal
fashion,

The Attorney Ganeral: Yon
have been the first to complain.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: At the same
time T acknowledge that our present law
recognises the principle of referring the
gnestion of the closing of hotels to the

waonld

[ASSEMBLY.]

reeple. 1 do nol think we are going far
wrong i embodying that pripeiple in
this Bil, though T still regret the ox-
pense which has to be ineorred in bring-
i this about.

The Premier: Then your proper cousrse
is to vote against the Bill.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: No.

The Premier: Yes. Take vour respon-
sibility,

Hon, J. Mitehell: The Government

should take theirs.
The Premier: We
TTon.
ing tt.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T am afraid
the hon, gentleman opposite is not tak-
ing the responsihility which is his under
the existing law. Sfill, T am prepared
to follow the Government in any steps
thev make take for the closing of public-
houses at an earlier hour, on account of
the reasons T have already stated. Per-
sonally, T should be pleased to see the
earlier elosing made not temporary hut
permanent. T think it would be in the
interests of the community,
The Premier: Probably it will be per-
manent, '
Hon. H. B. LPFROY The member
for Suhiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs), T think,
stated that he “‘t)ll](] like to seec this Bill
made a permanent measure. 1In our pre-
sent law it is provided that this question
shall not he put to the people until the
vear 1921, and T thok having adopted
a measure siteh as that it would certainly
he an aet of repudiation on the part of
this House if we departed from its pro-

are {aking ours,
J. Mitchell: No. You are shirk-

visions. [ am pleased to see that
something is  being done in  the
direction of  bringing about the
movement we are all in favour of,

and T shall he pleased to support the
seeond reading of the Rill. T trust fhat
in Commitiee we may be able to pass it
in a form which will he acceptable to the
people of the State.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [6.3]:
I helieve that the motion hefore the
House is fhat the sceond reading of the
Bill be agreed to. Tt is my intention to
move an amendment.
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The Premier: We will aceept it as a
motion of no confidence, voming from
vou.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 believe in the ref-
erendum, but I consider that in ihe pre-
sent eircumstances the Government should
‘ take the responsibility of dealing with
this matter, and it is vp to members to
say what shall be done and not defer it
as the Bill proposes. 1 have two objec-
tions to the laiter course. One is that
the Bill is going to be shelved until De-
cember, and probably the war will be
over then, Nothing, of course, would
give me grealer pleasure than to see the
lermination of the war at that time or
even before. The main idea the Attorney
General had in introducing the measure
was economy. If that is the ease, there
is nothing like taking action at once.

The Attorney General: I did not say
that; T said on the score of economy for
the people and not for the State. The
referendum will cost the State £3,000 at
least.

Mr, THOMSON: Then, on the score
of economy to the State, T maintain that
the Honse should take the responsibility
of saying what should be done with ref-
erence to the closing of hotels. The
House should take the responsibility of
deciding what the closing hours should
be.

Mr. Thomas: What do vou suggest?

Mr. THOMSON: The Government in
Victoria decided that the hotels shounld
close at 9.30, and if the Government of
this State decided on 9.30 also, the pub-
lic wounld be satisfied.

Mr. Foley: Put the hours in jyour
amendment.

Mr. THOMSON: I would like to hear
the hours debated. The amendment
which T desire to move is—

That all the words after “That? in
the first line, be struck out and the fol-
lowcing: inserted, “this House resolues
that it is desirable for the Government
to pul infe gperation the powers con-
tained in the Licensing det 1914, and
close the hotels and clubs from 9 p.m.
to 9 am. during war time?”

Mr. 8. STUBBS (Wagin) [69]: I
second the amendment.
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Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle)
{6.10] : T hardly know whether to offer

my congratulations or not to the hon,
member who has lannched a forpedo in
vegard to this question, because I do not
know whether he realises the possible
effect the amendment will have. I am
going to ask hon, members net to rush
into a decision on this matter becanse I
believe all recognise that in bringing in
a Bill of this character the Government
are registering public opinion.  There
can be no nuestion that during late years
public opinion has arrived at the eonelu-
sion, and without the aid of the temper-
ance party, that the hours of trading in
the liquor business are too long. Ithink
that the only mistake in connection with-
this Bill is that the Government have
entitled it an emergency measure, a mea-
sure to apply only during war time, I
ean see no reason whatever for having
made this an emergency question, nor
can 1 see any grounds for confining the
operation of the Bill to the duration of
the war,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What about the
Aet of 19117

Mr. CARPENTER: Quite a different
thing altogether; I do not want to inter-
fere with that.

Mr. O’Loghlen: As a temperance man
do you think that a permanent measure
would go through?

Mr. CARPENTER: I sce no reason
why a deeision;, once registered by the
people, should not last for at least three
vears instead of for one vear as in this
proposal.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. CARPENTER: T have expressed
my personal regret that this Bill has
been introduced as a war measure. By
giving it that title, the Government have
really placed themselves and the House
in this position that we have to eonsider
how far the present war, insofar as it
affects Western Australia, has any bear-
ing upen the question of the early clos-
ing of hotels. It may be argued with
some foree that in some parts of the
State, particularly in some parts of the
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metropolitan area, there lias been, on oc-
easions, excessive drinking but I ven-
ture to say the general effect of the war
has been to restrict the consumption of
liquor throughout the State, owing to the
fact that the people have had less money
to spend on that form of indolgence. If,
therefore, we are to consider this as
emergency legislation and  rendered
necessary by the war, the only logical
course to adopt wonld he to confine it to
that part of the State where we are
satisfled the war has resulted in exces-
sive drinking. Then the placing of it on
the basis of a war measure, as has been
pointed out by the Attorney Ueneral, has
raised another question, namely, that of
restriction. As a war measure it must
be restricted, and the restriction must be
mentioned in the Act itself, but I would
poinf out that it is not necessary to
make that restriction for one¢ year only.
My objection to the restriction is that I
helieve the electors as a whole are await-
ing the opportunity to cxpress their
opinion on the question of the early
closing of hotels, and I believe that when
they onee make a decision, they will wish
it to stand for more than 12 months. It
15 not in accordance with my con-
ception of the democratic side of this
proposal that the two Houses should
have to say 12 months after that deci-
sion whether the decision shall still hold
good. If a resiriction had to be made,
it would have been better to have made
it for the period of the continuance of
the war. As to the question of the di-
vision of the Stafe into distriets, I take
no very serious exception. At the same
time I wish to express my personal pre-
ference for dealing with the State as
one district. Uniform hours of closing
throughout the State would be much pre-
ferable to a variety which may avise
under this Bill. I gather from the
speeches made that the provision has
been introduced chiefly for the conveni-
ence of electors living on the goldfields.
I do not want to do these electors an in-
justice, but the Impression I have
gleaned is that the people of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder particularly musi have
some special consideration and that it is
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almost an vnderstood thing, although the
electors elsewhere may vote for a redue-
tion of hours, that in this partieular lo-
cality, it will not be desired, and for the
sake of allowing them to differ from the
rest of the electors and preserve the
long hours we have at present, the divi-
sion has been made.

Mr, Green: We might desire the hours
to be extended. Would you be in favour
of granting that?

Mr. CARPENTER: I do not think
that is likely, It is not a vital question
but on the houndaries of the distriets
there might be some confusion and frie-
tion on aeeount of having different eclos-
ing hours on either side of a houndary.

Mr. Thomas: The amendment does
not provide for that,

Mr. CARPENTER: I am dealing
with the Bill itself. There can be no
question that to be consistent we must
include clubs and, to save onrselves
from publie vidicule and a charge of in-
eonsisteney, we must include the refresh-
ment bar in connection with this House.

The Premier: We cannot include it in
the Bill.

Mr. CARPENTER: Why not? There
is no reason why we should not have a
speeial provision in the Bill that any de-
cision come to by the electors of the met-
ropolifan area should he adopted in ve-
zard to the Parliament House refresh-
ment bar.

The Premier: There is no reason why
it should be included because the Hounse
can decide it at any time withoul this
Bill.

Mr. CARPENTER: We are asking the
electors to decide what shall be the hours
for elosing in the metropolitan area ex-
cepling at Parliament Tounse. That is
the position.

Mr. George: No.

Mr. CARPENTER: As the Bill stands
it is so. Tt is ineonsistent and we shall
he making ourselves a langhing stock if
wg say to the electors of the metropolitan
area—“You can decide what hours shall
be fixed for every licensed place where
liquor is sold im this area except that in
which we are specially interested.”
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The Attorney General: Would you ap-
ply the Early Closing Act to Parliament
House?

The Premier: You are making your-
self a laughing stoek by arguing that
because we have the power to close the
refreshment bar at any time by motion,

Mr. CARPEXNTER: The Premer is re-
serving to this House a special power
and preserving a special intevest for his
own special use.

Alr, Foley: You are waving the flag.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am speaking
from the point of view of being consis-
tent,

The Premier: That is a matter for
members to decide afterwards.

Mr. CARPENTER ; If we make it ap-
plv to clubs therc are equally strong
reasons for making it apply to what is
practically a club here, and we shall be
throwing curselves open to public ridicule
if we do not include every place where
liquor is sold, and if, by omitting it from
this Bill on any pretention, we exempt
ourselves from the decision of the elec-
tors of the metropolitan area and give
them the right to say they may close
earlier every other place exeept that in
which we have an interest,

Mr. Foley: Tt would not affect you or
me o greal deal if they closed it up.

Mr. CARPENTER: As to the amend-
ment of the member for Katanning (Jlr.
Thomson) the hours mentioned by him
commend themselves to me, 1 think the
hotirs of 9 a.m. to @ p.m. wonld be & mod-
erate and reasonable alteration to malke.

Mr. Troley: Did you ever know a man
who eould drink from 9 to 9 and not get
drunk?

Mr. CARPENTER: While [ am glad
that the electors are to have the right, as
the Bill is framed, to fix an earlier closing
hour in the evening, T ean never appreci-
ate the necessity for hotels being opened
at 6 a.m. while other business houses open
at eight or 8.30 a.m. ’

Mr., Thomas: If you were out on the
razzle all night, you wonld know,

Mr. CARPENTER : While T agree with
the hours mentioned, T cannot support
the amendment,

The Premier: A principle is invelved.
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Mr. CARPENTER: Yes, and a very
important principle. The Bill is framed
on the bread principle, recognised by
temperance relormers in their advoeacy
of reform, of consuiting the pecple and
allewing the people to say what they will
or will not have, and because the hon.
member’s amendment departs from that
principle, I cannot see my way clear to
support it, It is trne we have the Act
of 1914 giving the Government power to
do certain things in an emergency, and
there are people who have elnimed that
lhe (Government ought to have put that
Aet into operation some months ago, I
agree with the action of the Government
that so far as I can learn there has
arisen no emergency suflicient to warrant
them putting that Aect into operation. The
only regret from the point of view of the
Government is that they are now asking
us to pass this Bill as an emergency
mensure when previously they have con-
tended that there has heen no emergeney
sufficient to warrant them in putting the
provisions of the Bill into operation.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They are not
very consistent,

Ay, CARPENTER: To some extent
there has been inconsistency. I am going
to waive that for the sake of getting what
I have contended for a long time, namely
the right of the people to express for
themselves in a legitimate way their
wishes in regard to the time of closing
hotels.

Mr. Folev: It is going to cost £3,000
to get it.

Mr. CARPENTRER: Tf we get a re-
duction of a eonple of hours or so in the
rlosing lime of hotels we will spon make
up that money and save moncy by the
process. For that remson I have very
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Biil.

Point of Order.

Mr, Male: What is the question be-
fore the Housef

The Deputy Speaker: That this Bill
be now read a second time to which
an amendment has been moved that all
the words after “that” he struck out with
a view to inserting other words. The
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question is—That the words proposed to
be strnek out stand part of the question.

Mr. Mate: On a poinl of order, is the
anendment in order?

The Deputy Speaker: The amend-
ment 38 perfeetly in order. As set
«dowa in our Standing Orders pro-
vision is made for moving eertain amend-
ments., T1 is also stated that no other
amendment may he moved unless it is
strietly relevant {o the Bill. 1t is further
sinted that an amendment mav be moved
by leaving ont the word “now,” and
substituting other words as an amend-
went to the seecond reading of the 1B3ill.
It is also stated definitelv in May. 11th
edition, page 472—

1t is also eompetent to a member
who desires to place on record any
sjiecial reason for not agreeing to the
zecond reading of the Bill, to move, as
an amendment to the quesiion, a reso-

Intion deelarvatory of some principle

adverse io, or differing from the prin-

ciples, poliey, or provisions of the Bill.
This question is entirely relevant to the
Bill and it is atfaining the object pro-
vided for.

Mr. Male: TNoes it say in onr Standing
Orders that yon can use this as & means
of ohjecting to the Bill?

The Deputy Speaker: I merely quote
these words from Maey to show that
the amendment is in order, It is an en-
largement of our present Standing
Orders.

Debate resumed.

Mr. WANSBROUGH  (Beverley)
[7.48]: This liquor gunestion is, to
my mind, and I think to the minds
of all right thipkinz people, a national
one, one in whieh Lhe people as
o whole are vitally concerned. T am a
strong supporter of the provision in the
Rill that the matter shall be referred to
them, partienlarly as relating to the hours
of closing. Varions hon. members have
touched upon this aspect of the gquestion.
I am afraid that an amendment carried
in its present form will not have the ef-
fect that the mover and its supporters
dlesire. There is not snch a great demand
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for the reform in the country distriets
as eompared with the absolute need for
it in (e metropolitan-suburban area, I
am only speaking from the experience
wlhich 1 have gathered quite vecently in
the counrse of my visit to the metropolis,
parvtieulavly at {his present time. The
il meets with my approval in every re-
sheet and T am poing to support it. par-
tientarly hecause 1 believe in questions
of this deseripiion being referred Lo 1le
1 eojle for deciston, Relference was also
made to the cost to the country which
this referendum will entail.  Any ex-
penditure in that direction will, to my
mmd. he owte made up for by the bene-
fits whieh the people will derive from the
measure. I am a strong supporter of the
Rill. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

T. Walker—Kanowna—on amendment)
[7.507: 1 desire fo show the effect
of the amendmenlt as proposed hy
the lon. member for Katanming (Mr
Thomson). We have on our statule
book the Act of 111 which inakes
it lawful for holders of licenses to

keep their premises open from six o’clock
in the morning Hill 11 o’elock at oight.
Tntil that is repealed by n mensure of
cqual foree, that is fo say by another Act
of Parliament, it will always remain law,
and it is impossible by a resolntion of
any single Chamber. or by a resolution
of hoth Chambers, to repeal a statnfory
enactment.

Hon. J. 1. Connolly: Cannot vou do
it fo the Acl of 19147 ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is another question. We are not dealing
with ‘the Aet of 1914.

Hon. J, D. Connolly: You will be in
a day or Lwo.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
we are it is time to eonsider it. We are
dealing now purely with the Bill that is
before the Chamber. The amendment of
the hon. member——

The Premier: He is going to with-
draw if.

Mr. Thomson: How do you know?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment of the hon. member is, from
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the wording of it, merely a pions desive,
because it says—

That this House resolves that it i:
desirable for fhe Government to put
into operation the powers contained in
the Licensing Aect, 1914, and close
the hotels and clubs from @ p.m. to 9
a.m. during war time.

That, on the wording of it, is a desire,
huat T take it that the House means some-
thing more than that. The House means
that it shall be a direction to the Gov-
ernment to put into operation the powers
conferred upon them by the Act of 1914,
and if it be an instruetion it is an in-
struetion for us to violate both the Act of
1014 and the Aet of 1911, I am sure that
no Government in the world wonid aceept
instruetions to do anything of the kind.
L could not possibiy advise the Govern-
ment to “act upon a resolution of that
deseription, to ask the Government to
annul an Aet of Parvliament on the
strength of a resolution of this Chamber.
No hon. member of this House wounld say
that | was wrong in advising the Govern-
ment in that way. The whole error is in
mistaking the construction, the real
meaning of the Act of 1914. Some say
thai nothing was said about there being
an understanding that it shall he for
special circumstances. PBut the whole

construction of the Aet means that. Tn
Section 2 of the Act of 1914 we say—
The Governor may f{rom time Lo

time by proclamation restriet or pro-
hibit the sale, offer for sale, supply or
gift of liquor, either alone or mixed
with water or other liquid, within any
licensing district, or any defined por-
tion of any licensing district.

Hon. members will see that these words
imply that diseretion must be used, not
within the whole State as a State but
even within any partieudar district, Under
the Act of 1914 we can either stop the
sale of liquor in a particular hotel, or in
two or three hotels within any licensing
district of the State, or we can do it in
all licensing districts. It implies that
we must aet reasonably and have war-
rant for doing it. We can only suspend
by this Act the 1911 Act when there are
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special reasons for doing it. No one
would ever dream of thinking that this
measure was simply placed at the whim
of the Government to stop or extend the
zale of liquor wheresoever and howso-
ever they pleased. No one would put that
construction upon it. It is not to operate
at the whim or caprice of the Government,
The Government must have justification
for doing it and it must be special justi-
fication. It may he applied to only omne
liotei or to a whole district, or any dis-
trict as the emergency arises, That is the
only possible construction that can be
placed upon the Act. We now have sub-
stituted for the plain directions of the
law o resolution designed to bring about
upiforinity from one end of the State
to the other in respect to the closing of
hotels at © o'clock ac night. Therefore,
if the amendment be carried, it is a two-
edged sword. First of all, it is a diree-
tion from this House, not understanding
the 1914 Act, and not realising the re-
sponsibility placed upon the Government .
hy the Act of observing whether or not
there are speeinl local reasons for put-
ting it into operation, and then it is
telling the Government that they have not
exercised their diseretion and must do so.
It is a sort of indirect vote of want of
eonfidenes in the Government for not
having put into operation their disere-
tion.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It says put the
hours in the Aet of 1914,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
cannot do it by resolution of the House.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: You condd on
amending the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
the Aet is before this Chamber that is
time enough to do it.

Mr. George: Is not the war emergency
samething tn cause the Government fo
think on that Bill? .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On
this particular Aect, the 1914 Aet, un-
doubtedly it was. Hon. members will
recolleet that at that particular time,
especially on the goldfields, we had Aus-
trians, Ttalians, and Germans living in
a community isolated to themselves. At
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any time we might have had a riot.
Fortunately, the internment of some of
the alien subjeets has removed the neces-
sity for putting the Bill into operation.
We had to be prepared for emergencies
of that kind, however, and it was with
that in contemplation and because of
similar circumstanees that this measure
was passed. These eircumstances have
nof arisen, but might well arise yet. To
show that the two are independent, T
tabled at the same time that hon. mem-
bers had this Bill before them the con-
tinuation of the 1914 Aet. If this Bill
passes, and if this appeal to the people
becomes law, we shall still require
legislation to meet ihe special emerg-
encies arising under the 1914 Aect. They
are two distinetly separate measures
and cannot be confused. Everybody
knows that it would be a very per-
nicious principle to indnce the House
to seek to annul or to extent legisla-
tion by means of a resolution of a
single Chamber, or even a resolution ear-
ried in the doubls Chamber. To annul
laws, or suspend or alfer laws, we requive
a special Act of DParliament going
throngh all its phases in & proper con-
stitutional mauner.

Mr. Nairn: The Viectorian Government
took the opportunity.

The Premier: They passed an Aect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
an Aect of Parlinment which enabled
them to do that. The Vietorian Govern-
ment did not act on a mere resolution of
the House in order to alier the law of
the land. Sueh matters must go throngh
the ordinary course.

Mr. Nairn: It means only an exten-
sion of the law.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon. member is new to Parliament. I
know what he intended to say; but this
Chamber has not the power. Those whe
have to administer the law would have
to do so in spite of any resolution which
this House might adopt. T am only
pointing out to the Committee that if
they carry this resolution they must take
the responsibility of killing the Bill with-
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out in any way affecting any change in
the law.

The Premier: The hon. member is
going to withdraw the amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not sure that he is, and I want members
to be aware of what they will be doing
if they carry the resolution, that it will
not have any effect on the law ns it
stands bat will have the ulterior and
mare disastrous effect of preventing this
measure from being disenssed by  the
whole Parliament.

The MINISTER T'OR WORKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-Fast Fremantle)}
[8.3]: T do not think I can gquite agree
with all that the Attorney General has
just said respecting the 1914 Act. Be-
cause, under Ihal Aet, the Government
has power by proclamation to take cer-
tain action, and when suech proclama-
tion has heen issued it becomes law under
the 1914 Act, At the same time, I would
point out that we have also a 1911 Aet
and that that Act provides that eertain
action shall not be taken until the year
1920.  Under normal eonditions I, for
one, would object to any interference
in regard to that Act unfil that year
arrives. But presenl conditions are not
normal, and the Government is justified
in placing this Bill before the House as an
emergeney measure. [f it were not so,
it might be possible to nullify the de-
eision of Parliament arrived af when a
certain Bill was brought down and even-
tually withdrawn., Seeing fhat ihis is an
emergency B3ill, and seeing that its powers
shall have effect only during war time, 1
think that even those hon. members who
previonsly opposed the submission of
the question of a reduction of licenses to
the people ean with justification support
a measure of this kind under present con-
ditions. The hon. memher for Fremantle
{Mr. Carpenter) slated that he was in
favour of snbmitting questions of this
character to the people hecanse it had al-
ways heen the prineiple of the lemperance
party to put questions of this kind to the
people. T will ask him,if that is a prin-
ciple of the temperanee party, why a few
weeks ago, they asked the Premier to
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put in operation the provisions of the
1914 Act, an Act passed by Parliament
for an entirely different purpose, for the
purpose of stopping the sale of liquor,
partienlarly when ihere was possibility
of riot, under circumstances in which the
sale of liquor would be injurious not only
to the people concerned bui also to the
State generally?

My, Carpenter: That was not the con-
tention of the temperance party.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was the temperance party all vight, They
asked the Government to make use of the
privilege placed in their hands by Parlia-
ment for a purpose never intended by
Parliament.

Mr, S. Stubbs: What did they ask%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
asked the Government to reduce hours
under the 1914 Act—from § to 8, T think.
We have to take into consideration that
at times like this not only is the State
not in a normal condition—conditions are

not normal i any part of the British
Empire—but individuals are exactly

similarly placed. Is it possible under ex-
isting eonditions for us to get so clear and
coneise g judgment in a vole on a ques-
tion of this kind as we should under nor-
mal conditions? T maintain that it is not.
I know people who would vote in normal
times against a reduvction of hours and
would to-day vote for reduction becaunse
of the existing abnormal conditions, That,
in my opinion, is an argument in favour
of this Bill as an emergency measure. As
soon as the war is over and mafters are
in sueh a condition that the people can
vive careful consideration to this ques-
tion, | feel confident there will be some
diffienlty in effecting any change in the
hours for the sale of liguor. Take the
question of the early closing of shops. It
was said immediately the first vote was
taken that the people would get tired of
it, that thev would never again vote for
the eclosing of shops at 6 o’cloeck and 1
o’clock on Saturdays. But what has been
the experience? In no case have the
reople demanded, although they bave the
right under the Aet, that another refer-
endum he taken on that question. They
are so satisfied with the deeision arrived
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at at the first referendum that the hours
are the same to-day as were then decided
by the people. Cansequently, I think the
fiovernment, and the Attorney General
larticularly, are gunite justified in making
Lhis an emergency war measure, for the
purpose so to speak of getting in the
thin edge of the wedge, and ascertaining
what is at this time the epinion of the
yeople in regard to the licensed honses
difficulty. The member for Fremantle
dwelt at some leugth on the question as
it affccted Parliament House. All T have
to say—-and in this I am not speaking
either -of lum or of myself, for we neither
trouble the bar at all-—so far as the Fed-
eral Juembers are concerned, I do not
think it pays them to keep the bar open.
L think it would be a gain if it were
closed. They have to keep a man to look
after it, and I doubt whether they get
sulficient revenue to pay the barman’s
wages. In supporting the second read-
ing of this Bill, T do so becanse it is an
AMPFTANEY MEASITE.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY (Perth)
{8.11]: When the Licensing Aet of 1911
was passed there was an understanding
certainly so far as Parliament can pledge
itgelf, that licenses would hold good with-
out any alteration so far as closing hours,
eteetera, are concerned for ten years, till
1921. [icenses prior to that time were
only given from year to year, and then
Parliament decided that there was to be
no interference for ten years, after which
the loeal option vote would hecome opera-
tive. The Bill we are now dealing with
concerns the sale of liquor in war time.
Perzonally, T da not think there was any
necessity to bring down the Rill at all in
its present form. It is too enmbersome.

The Premier: What do you mean whea
vou say “personally”q

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY: My
opinion as a2 member of this House.

The Premier: Your opinion as
member for Perth?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Quite so.
Undounbtedly there should be some extra
restrictions on the sale of liquor during
war time: and Parliament, recognising
that position, in 1514 passed an amend-
ment of the 1911 Ael, giving the Exeeu-

own

the
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tive full posver to close hotels throughout
the State, for any time deemed necessary
in aily district.or any part of any dis-
trict. In my opinion, there have been
-éibetimstances in which those administer-
ig the Aet might have put it into force.

The Attorney General: Give us in-
étandes.

Hon, J, D. CONNOLLY: T will give
you plenty of them. I remember being
in.Albany during January or Febrnary,
of this year.

The Premier: The member for Albany
is not present. _

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The member
for Albany is not in fault. Troops from
New Zealand were passing through the
town and the hotels should have been
closed all day.

Member: Why?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : Because the
state of affairs obtaining there reflecterd
no credit on the Government or on the
troops themselves; and that state of
affairs could bave been obviated if the
fovérnment had exercised the powers
contained in the 1914 Aect.

Mr. Foley: Did you send word to the

. Government ¢

The Attorney General: Was any re-
presentation made to the (Government
about it?

Hén. J. D. CONNOLLY : T know noth-
ing about thai. The Government have the
police there. The member for Fremantle
{Mr. Carpenter) expressed himseif a
little while ago to the effect that there
never has arisen an oeccasion on which
the Government ought to have put the
Aect of 1914 in foree. In his own electo-
rate, during last November or Decem-
bér, certain troops from the other States
en route to the front were lying about by
.the dozen in & hopeless state. I saw that
with my own eyes. The hotels at Fre-
mantle should have been closed on the
occasion of the calling of those troop
ships:  Thé police officers were on the
spot, and if théy did not report the neces-
sity for closing the hotels they failed to
do their duty. That occasion afforded an
instance of the véry purpose for which
the émergency legislation was passed—to
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try to keep the {roops from acting in
that intemperate way.

The Minister for Works: That mea-
sure had nothing to do with the troops.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: It bad, be-
cause it was a war time emergency
measure, .

The Premier: Until what you state
had happened, the Aet could not be put
into operation.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY :
could.

The Premier: What grounds would
there have been for putting it into oper-
ation?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The ground
that the exeentive had ecommon sense.

The Premier: You are not a good
judge of common sense.

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY: I am afraid
I cannot be, becanse I Lelped to pass an
Act giving the Government power to put
it into force when occasion arose, and
the Government had not the ecommon
sense to do so. While believing that the
principle of the Bill should be accepted,
vet T think the method of going about it
is enmbersome. The country is to be put
to an expense of at least £3,000, on the
estimate of the Attorney General. The
poll cannet be faken until the end of
December next, whilst the law is to re-
main in force only until December, 1916.
The war may be over before the poll is
taken at all, or shortly after.

The Minister for Works: T hope it is.
.Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T hope so
teo. We shall be putting the eountry
to all this expense simply beeause the
Government and Parliament have not
the courage to face the position and ex-
ercise the power under the existing Aet
to reduce houis. With the amendment
of the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson), that the hours should be
from nine to nine in war time, I have a
great deal of sympathy. Indeed, the
present hours might well be shorter in
varions parts of the State, though in
others they might not be too long. On
the pgoldfields, for example, there
is perhaps not the same neeessity
for the early eclosing of thotels, as

Of course it
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there is in the metropolitan area. Par-
Hament, having representatives from
every part of the country, ought to de-
cide the marter. The representative of
each part of the country should state
what, in his opinion, ought io be done.

The Premier: But Parliament would
not allow the member to give effect to
his views for his own distriet,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Parliament
takes the vrespousibility. Like the

Minister for Works. [ am unable to fol-
low the plcading of the Attorney Gen-
eral when he says that the carrying of
the amendment will stultifv—I forget
the exact words the hon. gentleman used
—uor wrongly apply the Aect of 1914,

The Premier: What would vou advise
for your own electorate?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That all de-
pends. 1t would, at all events, have to
be something uniform with what was
adopted for the adjoining electorates. 1
do not want to see hotels closed in Perth

al nine o’elock, while just serosz the
border, in West Perth, say Milligan-
street, the holels remain open il
_eleven.

Mr. Foley: But youw say each member
has to take the responsibility for his own
electorate.

The Premier: Tell us what you want
in Perth.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The same
difficulty will remain 1f the referendum
is carried, becanse the Government have
divided the State into four districts. On
the goldfields we shall probably have the
closing hour fixed for six o’clock, in
Cleraldton perbaps nine, at eleven for
Yalgoo, which is in a goldfields distriet,
and aeross the border, in Mullewa, which
is put in the farming distriet with Ger-
aldton, at six.

The Premier:
Perth?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: What I am
prepared to do, and what T advoeate, is
to drop this measure. We have to re-
enact the 1914 legislation. Let us dis-
cuss and settle the hour at whieh hotels

What do you want in

shall be elosed during war time
for the whole State. T .am quite
in favour of shortening the hours
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during war time, and war time only,
hecause, 1 repeat, the Aet of 1911
was not to be interfered with except
duaring such an extraordinary time as we
are now passing through. TUnguestion-
ably the CGovernment have introduced
this Bill in vrder to get rid of the re-
sponsibility whieli rests on them for
thetr failure to exercise tleir powers
under the 1014 legislation. While T
shall support the Bill before the House.
T think it would be a much ecasier and
better method of arriving at Lhe same re-
sult if the Government would accept the
suggestion indicated by the amendment
of the member for Katanning, namely, to
insert the hours for lhotels, whether they
he from uine tv nine or from gix to six,
in the Aet of 1914, Whatever the House
may decide, let the House take the re-
sponsibility, and not put the country to
the unnecessary expense of £4,000 or
£5,000 for the sake of a few months’
operation of this measure. Let me point
ont to the advoeateg of this Bill that in
the meanwhile we are losing all the valu-
ahle time between now and December,
because until the referendum has been
taken the hotels will remain open for
the same hours as at present. The re-
ferendum is not to be taken until the
date fixed for the Federal referendum
in December; and therefore the measure
we have now before us cannot be
brought into force, even if the public
decision be in its favour, until January,
1916.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury}y [8.23]:
While T am of opinion that the hon.
member whe sprany this amendment
upor the House iz anxious to de the
very hest that is possible in the matter,
T believe he has led the way, through the
disengsion and the voting on the amend-
ment, ultimately to defeat the renl ob-
Jeet that he has in view. Becanse it i
possible that while members of another
place may not be ronvineed nf the wis-
dom of closing hotels earlier on their
own initiative, while they may not be
willing to take the responsibility of doing
that, they ‘mav be prepared to let the
reople express their own opinion on the
matler and decide what they desire. If
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such is the case, and if we carry the
amendment, it would mean that if the
members of another place were not pre-
pared to take the vesponsibility, ihe
amendment wonld be lost, and the Bill
would be losi, and ihe whole movement
would be lost for the present session of
I'avliament.

Ifon. J. D. Connolly: No.
to re-enact the 1914 Aet,

Mr., THOMAS: In the first place 1
am very doubtful whether it wonld pass
both Houses of Parliament. Tndeed, 1
am perfeetly satisfied it would not do so.
[f the 1914 Act were re-enacted in ils
present form, leaving on the shoulders
of the Ministry the responsibility of de-
ciding for eaeh dislriet what honrs shonld
apply, T would not envy cither the Pre-
mier or the Attorney General his joh.
There would he all sorts of polilieal in-
fluence hroughtt to bear, and all sorts of
depntations  coming  along, and in the
babel of tongues and in the econfusion of
ideas the Government would not have the
slightest notion as to what the people
really wanted.

Mr. Green: Ts not {hat the desire of
the member for Perth?

Mr. THOMAS: The member for Kal-
coorlie (Alr. Gireen) iz probably striking
-the right nail on the head now. I am of
epinion that the mewmber for Katanning
{My, Thomson) in proposing his amend-
ment was perfectly genuine in his desire
to help the measure forward, and if pos-
sible to improve it hecanse T know from
mv econversalions wilh the hon. member
that he holds firm eonvietions on thig
subjeet. But T am not so sure that some
of those who are supporting the hon.
member have any such idea in  their

You have

heads. Wo Parltament in the world can
agive anv exact represenfation of the

wishes of all the people. Fere we mav
he under certain influences: possibly we
are in closer toweh with feeling in the
metropolitan area.  We may think that
we know what is wanted by all the con-
sfilnencies of Western Australia, bnt it
is not possible that we ean. Tf we earried
the Rill. amended as desired hv the mem-
ber for Katanning., through hnth Houses
of Parliament, and fixed the hours for
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hotels from nine in the morning till nine
in the evening, it would still he open for
these opposed (o that arrangement alto-
gether to use the argument that publie
opinion did not approve of it at ail, We
would never have i(he guestion setrled
whether there should be any resiriction
of hours; we would never have it seitled
definitely and beyond all dispute.

Mr. Thomson: We never will.

Mr. THOMAS: T think so.

Hon. J. Nifeliell: 1 this Bill is
passed, the guestion will only be settied
temporarily.

Mr., THOMAS: 1t will be settled for
the time being. Onee the peuple have
wiven their verdiet—and I have ne doubt
the referendum will result in a pretly
snbstantial majority for early closing—
then there ean bhe na opening for anyone
to guesfion the decision, There can then
be no argument as to whether it shall he
done or mnot. The people will have
sproken : they will have decided for them-
selves what they desire, While I do not
agree with the division of ihe State inte
four parls for the purposes of lhe ref-
evendum, the result will be that if hon.
members desire to afford the various
parts of the Stfate an opportunity of
fixing different hours, (hat will apply.
In my opinion, however, there should he
ong vote for TWestern Australia, We
shonld decide as a whele whether there
shall he earlier ¢losing hours or not, 1In
my opinion, the failure of lquor reform
in New Zealand, and in other places
where similar methods lave heen
adopted, is due o the fact that in one
place there is a dry district. and just
aeross an imaginary line a wet ane.

Mr. OPLoghlen: The last vote on this
question was taken over the whole
Dominion of New Zealand. though.

Mr. THOMAS: The difficulty under
this Bill would be rhat the hours in ad-
joining dislriets may be different. so that
people ean go across the border and ob-
tain  what tliev require and possibly
bring hack large quantities of linuor inte
their district. Thus, all ealeulations
would be npset as to the possible henefits
or otherwise of the lerislation we are
seeking to iniroduee. T am perfectly
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salisfied that a large amounl of drinking
is due nol altogether to the appefite for
liguor but to the faet that people von-
gregating in holels indulge in the un-
fortunate habit of returning drinks to
one another, with the result that whereas
a man under ordinary circnmslances may
have anly one or two drinks, he some-
limes has as many as 20. 1t secms to
me tliat some hoir. members are melined
to regard the whole subject as a joke.
If that is really the case, it is regrettable.
I do not think there is any room for
levity in the discussion of a measure
which is of sueh vilal importance to the
people of Wesfern Australia, and it does
little eredit to the members of this House
that they ean find nothing hetler to de
than. pass jokes across the Hoor of the
Honse while an endeavour is being made
to discuss this =objeet. The member for
Perth (IMon. J. D. Connolly) was rather
illogieal in his arguments. He said that
he favoured the amendment, that he
thoueht it would effect all thai was de-
sired. But he said, on second thoughts—
he evidenlly had not thought the malter
ont very much—it was possible that dif-
ferent hours might he desired in different
sections of lhe community, Tf thal is so,
if the hon. member thinks that the voice
ferent hours might he desired in different
hours should ohtain in different loealities
nf the State, how can he possibly sap-
port the amendment? Tt seems to me
that the hon. member must perforee vote
agairst it,  Annther argument used in
sapport of the amendment and against
the Rill was that the referendum wonld
not iake place until December, nnd con-
sequently very valuahle time 13 being
inst. But there is no east-iron law to
prevent us in Committee from allering
anv detail of the Rill, and if members
onposite are so overwhelmingly desirous
af. having this reform brought into effect
immediafelv. T am satisfied that members
on this side will not stand in their way
and prevent them altering the date from
December to September or October.

Mr. George: Tt will eost more money
then.

Mr. THOMAS: Tf it is going to cost
£8,000 in December, and if it can be
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carried into effect in  September for
£6,000, the difference will be saved to the
country {wo or three times over, It is
only drawing a red herring across the
path to use an argument like that, be-
canse Western Australia is spending at
the preseni time two and three-guarter
milliens per annum in liquor,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Not at the present
time.

Mr. THOMAS: Any man can see
what it is at the present time. If any

legilimate resiraint can be effected, and
T am satisfied that the eclosing of the
hotels between 6 o'clock in the evening
and 6 o'clock in the morning will do
away wilh one third of the consamption
of ligquor, where does a paltry £3,000 or
£4000 come in in connection with the
cost of the referendum. Is it not worth it
to get the referendum throngh in Sep-
tember or Octoher? As one who professes
to he democratic, and much as I desire
this reform, if the people do not wish it,
I am not prepared to see it forced upon
them, and it is just vemotely possible
that the penple may nol wish il. We
know not what they wish, Then what
authority has this Parliament to deny
thein the right 1o speak for themselves?
Why should we foree our will npon
them? T am satisfied however that the

people will speak with no  uneertain
voice on this malter. 1 do not regard
this as emergency legislation. I am not

prenared to advaeate it on sueh grounds
that becanse it is just and right to-day
it will be just and right for all time to
eome, hut [ am prepared to accept what
the Government are offering hecanse T
am satisfied that enee the people get the
vight to express an opinion, the verdiet
will he so emphatie that for to-day and
all time in Western Anstralia it will re-
main as the people will fix it on refer-
endum day. Ounce realising the benefits
that will come from it. the people will
never, so long as TWestern Australia ex-
ists, go back io the old econdition of
things,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM  (Greenough)
[8.35]: T wonld like to say a few words
in support of the Bill as it stands. It is
generally recogmised by all those nations
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which are engaged in the present war
that some restrietion upow the sale of
intoxieating drink 1s neeessary, and re-
strictions have been placed upon the sale
of liquor in some countries., So far as
those countries have gone, that restrie-
tion has proved a pronounced suceess,
and 1 think the conditions as they pre-
vail to-day warrant the people of this
State in following in their footsteps in
order that so much of the people’s money
will not be spent in drink while abnormal
eondilions exist.  Hon. members who
have spoken in favour of both the second
veading and of the amendment, seem o
recognise the necessity for a measure of
this kind, and therefore I think that a
Bill which will place the matter hLefore
the people in order to secure their verdict
is about the faivest conrse that ean pos-
sibly be taken. It has been said, and 1
think rightly, that it should also apply
to elubs and other licensed preinises, and
it has alse been urged that it should ap-
ply to the refreshwent bar at Parlinment
House. T do not believe thal the person
in charge of the vefreshment bar here is
going to grow rich on the sale of intoxi-
ennts, and T do wot think if the sale of
liquor were restricted heve, that that
would shorten the session or have any
other appreciable eflect. Personally 1
am of the opinion that the vote should
be taken from (he State as a whole. So
far as the general counditions prevail T
helieve in the people of the different
loealities having the right to decide what
should he done in regacrd to general
alfairs, but with regard to drink, it is
only dealing with one question, and its
effect is the same in nearly every part
of the State. Theretore if the vote were
tuken in the State as 2 whole it would
not inflict a hardship on any section of
the cormnunity or on any portion of the
State.  However, that is o matter which
can he thrashed ount in Committee. 1
infend io support the second reading of
the Bill as it stands.

Alr, THOMSON (Katanning) [8.40]:
With the permnission of the House 1
would Jike to withdraw my amendment
and make & statement.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member may make a personal explana-
tion.

The Premier : Admit that you were
wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not recognise
that 1 was wrong. There is an old say-
ing, “Behold, how great a mafter a little
fire kindleth.” During the tea adjourn-
ment 1 was aecused of attempting to
wreek this Bill. T want to say emphati-
cally that T have no such desire. 1 was
guile sincere when I stated that 1 econ-
sidered the House should iake the re-
sponsibility of determining the hours at
which the hotels should close. We have
evidence of what has been done in France
and Russia, and we also have a place
nearer home. Victoria. There the Gov-
ernment did shoulder the respomsibility;
they introduced a Bill to amend the
principal Aet and T (hink the Govern-
ment in this State might safely intvoduce
a measure to deal wilh the hours. I would
also like to emphasise the point that T
do not see any reference in the original
Act that the people were to he consulted
as to the hours. TParliament, T assume,
fixes the hours during which trading
shall be done.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.

member is getting away from his
explanation.  He ecan only explain the
reasons ftor desiring fo withdraw the
anendment,

Mr. THOMSON: As we will hive a
Bill to amend the 1914 Aet before us
shortly, T will then have an opportunity
of moving in the direetion T have iu-
timated. T will not go any further now
but with the permission of the Hounse
will withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

dir. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [8.43]:
In making a few observations on the Bill
1 realise that I am to confine my remarks
now to the second reading of the mea-
sure, ihe amendment having been dis-
posed of. Wihenever a measure has been
introduced in this House dealing with
liquor law reform what has stood out
protinently bas been the fact that there
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bas been more disenssion on it than in
connection with any other measure,

Member: More freedom.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There may be, but
I venture to say that during the eight
years I have been in this Chamber there
has never been a Bill introduced with the
objeet of amending the licensing laws in
regard to which half or two-thirds of the
memhers have not participated in the
debate. ‘That is T suppose as if should
be, hecause this question has its advocates
in practically avery electorate throughout
the Sfate. 1 only desire to say in sup-
porting the Bill that we must not lose
sight of some of the consequences whieh
will follow on the enactment of this legis-
lation, There has been a ehorns of appro-
1 of the measure and much has
en said of the delay that will cecur be-
fe the referendum  is taken, and the
vment has been advanced and facts
e been stated in support of it, that
this House should take the responsibility.
i luppened tu be in Vietoria a few weeks
ago when ithe Parhiament in that State
took it on their own responsibility to
close the hotels from 9.30 in the evening
untit 9 next morning. In that State they
had been in the habit of closing at 11.30
in the evening, New South Wales, we
find, is refusing to take any action whal-
ever, while in Queensland np to the pres-
ent {ime, the question has not been pushed
to the front. In South Australia they
took a referendum over the whole of the
State and the result of the referendum
was an overwhelming majority in favour
of closing at 6 o’clock. As a2 member of
the Labour party it is not possible, of
conrse. for me to oppose a referendun:.
I am in favour of a referendum wherever
possible as a means of putting questions
of public importance hefore the people.
I rogret that the present Government did
not make an attempt to get ample powers
which would have enabled them to submit
other nuestions besides the licensing gues-
tion to a referendum of the people.

Mr. Carpenter They tried it onee.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, but unless
they keep on trying they will not succeed.

The Attornev General: We intend to
keep on trving.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: As usual, politieal
motives operated, but I think if we had
tried we would have been able o enlist
the support of a big section of the ¢om-
munity towards carrying through another
place authority for the power to submit
to the people guestions whieh the peaple
have a right to decide. I have much
greater enthusiasm in supporting this
Bill——

The Minister for Works: A lot who
support this Bill would not support the
other.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That shows their
inconsistency.

The Premier:
same,

AMr. LOGHLEN: If it is a correct
attitude on thewr part——

The Premier: Not a correct attitude;
a correct statement of fact.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: We have heard the
statement that the liguor trade has, to a
large extent, settled itself, T bold that it

as. In Perth I belicve we now have one
of the most orderly cities that can he
found, and the reason why there is such
a laek of drunkenness—and the police re-
ports bear out this statement—is due fo
the faet that the people have not the
money to spend. They are living in bad
times; their employment is limited and
their earnings are limited and, as a result,
the hotel trade is not as buoyant, nor will
it be as buoyant for years to come as it
was a couple of years ago.

Mr. Griffiths: You can see plenty of
drunks every evening in the City.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T do not see then.
Even if this Bill is passed, we shall see
an oceasional drunk in the streets. This
Bill will not usher in that happy state of
affairs when all drunkenness shall dis-
appear.

The Minister for Works: We see them
on Sundays.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: And I can give the
reason why they are seen on Sundays. 1
wish to reply to the hon. member for
Perth, who charged the Government with
laxitv of administration simply beeausc
he saw troops in Albany on a Sunday—
T think that was the day on which they
passed throngh that pori——obtaining a

1t is correct, all the
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fair quantity of liquor. I have heard that
the botels in Albany were allowed to re-
main open that day—not open altogether,
the front door being closed, but the troops
were allowed to obtain refreshment. Com-
ing from a dry country like New Zealand,
as many of them did, and others from the
Eastern Sfates, possibly the men requived
this refreshment. At any rate I am not
going to take exception to the action of
the autborities if they did allow a little
latitude on that oceasion. These men
were leaving Australia, perhaps to stop
a bullet in the course of a few weeks,
and probably this was the last day’s out-
ing they would have, and T do not think,
therefore, that the authorities should be
too stringent in their adminisiration of
the law on such an oceasion as that.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: It is no justification
that men should be allowed to get drunk.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The member for
Perth did nof say they were drunk.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: They should not be
allowed to be treated on Sunday.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is where we
differ, and where we have a right to
differ. I was speaking to the mayor of
Albany and from what I learned from
him, T do not think anything in the nature
of disgraceful proceedings was in evi-
dence. Tn passing this legislation, we are
going to do something which will minimise
employment to a great extent and will
have the effect of sending a good many
- of the licensees into the insolvency court.
T do not intend to put up a special plea
for the licensees. It is their fate. There
is a great temperanee wave sweeping over
the whole world at the present time, and
it is mmpossible for all the agitation on
the part of the licensed irade to resist that
wave of temperance.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The people are get-
ting more educated.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We are hoping that
the world is pgetting more educated,
thongh there has not been much evidence
of it recently. I want an assurance from
the Attorney (eneral, and T hope he will
make some explanatory comment in Com-
mittee on the provision in the Bill deal-
ing with the apportionment of rent. I
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do not say that a man who keeps.an hotel
is a man to be shunned. There are many
reputable eitizens among hotelkeepers who
have entered into long leases and who,
being denied the right to trade during the
most profitable hours of the day, will find
themselves in the insolvency court.

Hon, J. D, Connolly: They are to get
a rebate.

Mr, ’LOGHLEN: It remains to he
seen whether that will be a fair recom-
pense for the loss of trade,

Mr. George: I suppose the landlord
will still have fo pay his taxes.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: If a man puts bis
money into an hotel invesfment and re-
ceives no rent or return from it, possibly
he would have a legitimate grievance.
Parliament is seeking to place shackl
on the trade by reducing the hours durin
which trade may be carried on, and P
liament will have to devise a scheme
make the adjustment as equitable as p
sible.

Mr. George: To all affected.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes. It would be
absurd, unfair and un-British to say that a
licensee must elose his honse and perhaps
deprive himself of four or five bours of
the most profitable trade and still cou-
linue to pay the same rent to the landlord.

Hon. J. D, Connoliy: He will get a pro-
portion of the rent off.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not clear on
that, and T do not think the hon. member
can say what the apportionment will be.
Can the hon. member tell me the differ-
enee in the value of trade during the
various hours of the day, or say, a day
comprising hours from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
as compared with a day comprising hours
from 9 am. to 10 p.m.? I suppose the
Commitiee will give some attention to
this aspect of the business. The whole
question of licensing legislation

The Premier: Have you heard the
effect of closing at 9.30 in Vietoria ¥

Mr., LOGHLEN: I have heard sev-
eral statements but do not know which
to believe. ’

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : They are selling more liquor
now than before.
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN : If that is the case,
we in Western Australia have not much
to hope for from this Bill.
~ Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): They are selling it by the
bottle instead of by the glass.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: That leads me to
comment on a condition of affairs which
I think will erop up bere. This Bill will
be carried—there is nothing surer than
that—and I for one fully believe that the
referendum will be found to favour six
o'clock elosing. 1 wish the House to pro-
vide some measure of protection under
(his Biil to those people who will perhaps
be deprived of employment and who will
be very hard hit financially as a result
“of the operations of an Aet of this kind.
Y hold no hrief for the liquor trade, nor
by I carried away with admiration for

Mme of the tactics employed by the op-
AlBsing party. We are told by some that
7__.]31‘8 temperance people who are waging
war against liguor are fanaties. Well, T
suppose every reform which has been
started was started by a fanatic or a
erank. Outside of the tewmperance party
and those who for years have been fight-
ing for temperance reform, there is a
big body of the public whese approval
is behind this movement. Very often
unfair attacks are made from both sides.
Tn this morning’s paper appears a state-
ment made by a speaker at the W.C,T.U,
convention meeting held yesterday in the
course of which serious reflections were
cast on State hotels as managed and con-
ducted by the Attorney General. I am
surprised that the Attorney General,
being one of the principal men in the
liquor trade of YWestern Australia, should
have spoken at the convention last night
without drawing attention to this matter.
The statement was made that at Dwell-
ingup, which is In myv electorate, the
manager was pushing trade te such an
extent and selling such a quantity of
beer that three or four women had threat-
ened to burn down the hotel. There is
not a vestige of trnth in that statement,
and T ask the Attorney General not to
allow that reflection to lie against an hotel
which has been managed on proper lines
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ever since it was established. The resi-
dents of the distriet will snpport me in
ihis, and I hope the Attorney General
will ask for the names of the three or
four women in order to test the truth
of the statement.

The Premier: He must be one of the
fanaties.

The Attorney General: This is the first
time 1 have heard of it.

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: I know from my
own knowledge Lhat the conduct of the
hotel, and of the people as well, will bear
comparison with that in any other part
of the State. Remarks have been made

“regarding the New Zealand legislation,

that owing to dry distriets having been
established a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs has arisen. The Honorary Minis-
ter interjected that the people in those
distriets get a drink even if they do not
have to go into a publie bar. If we close
our hotels at six o'clock T believe some
people will still continne to get drink.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Look at Clause
13.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: That wili not over-
come the difficnlty. Tn New Zealand the
authorities are very striet and rigid in
their administration of the licensing law.
Tn the wet distriets, where hotels are kept
open, every Tom, Dick or Harry who
applies for a license is not able to obtain
one. If an hotel-keeper leaves one dis-
triet and moves to another, he must oh-
tain a reference from the magistrate in
the district be has left, and only men of
high standing are permitted to operate
hotels, and I believe it is generally ad-
mitted that as a result of these precan-
tions the liquor trade in New Zealand,
apart from the dry distriets where no
responsthility is taken in connection with
the liquor that gets into consumption. is
conducted on a far higher standard than
in Australia. T believe that in Western
Australia there are men licensed as hotel-
keepers who should not have a license,
but apart from the hotel trade the most
ohjeetionable and pernicions feature of
our licerising laws is that which provides
for gallon licenses. This Parliament has
not erappled with the guestion. We have
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attempted to regulate and control it bhut
during the last couple of years it has
been forced home on me that it is a
most simple matter to go into a honse in
Perth having a gallon license and obtain
drink by the glass or by the hottle.

Member: What has that to do with
the Bill?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I want the Col-
onial Secretary, before we start driving
legitimate hotelkeepers out of the trade,
to deal with those who are breaking ihe
law every day in fthe week. We are
likely to have the liquor trade and
licensed houses in our midst for some
lime to come, and it is better that the
trade should he conducted in the full
light of publicity. Men and women are
now able to go into a grocer's shop or
a winhe shop, partienlarly if there
is not too much light. and obtain
what drink they require, when those
same people would not enter a licensed
house in view of the public. In dealing
with licensed houses we might remember
to the credit of the hotelkeepers that the
full glare of publieity surronnds their
actions, and if this applied all round.
some of the evils assoeiated with the trade
fo-day would be removed, T am asking
the Government to act in eonneetion with
this matter and it is right that they
should do so.

The Premier: Do you suggest amend-
ing the Licensing Act?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I believe the Min.
ister has the necessary power already. If
he instructed the Commissioner of Puolice
to keep a more effective watch, it would
have the desired resuit.

The Premier: T can assure yon he has
issned those instruetions long ago.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Then let the Com-
missioner carrv them out.

The Premier: The Commissioner can-
pot do it beeause he cannot get pimps
to de it for him,

Mr. O'T,OGHLEN: It should not be a
question of getting pimps to de it.

The Premier: Tt is useless to ask uni.
form men to do it. )

Me., O'LOGHLEN : If that is so, this
form of license should be abolished alio-
gether. T believe the gallon license has
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led to the destruction of more home life
in Western Australia than anything else
I know of.

Member: What about the wine license?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The wine license,
1 believe, is on a somewhat better plane.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : There is a lot to be said on the
other side but it has nothing to de with
this Bill. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Faney the Honor-
ary Minister talking like that when he,
T suppose, infringes the rules of debate
more than any other member of the
House, I could wish that provision were
made in the Bill for giving the people
free choice, as was done in Vietoria, to
decide the hour for opening hotels in the
morning. T wonld like the people to have
an opportunity also to express themselves
on the question of opening on Sunday.
Ever since T have been in this House T
have favoured limited opening on Sun-
days. [t might be experimental and no
doubt the members for Subiace and Fre-
mantle would hold np their hands in holy
horrer at such a suggestion.

Mr. Carpenter It would be going back-
ward.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt is going back-
ward. It is hetfer, however. to go back-
ward than to go forward in some of
the directions in which we have heen po-
ing and Imposing restrictions upon the
people. For my own part, I do not eare
if no hotel in Western Australia is ever
opencd again. Of ecourse, if a craving
for drink comes upon a man, he is goiny
to have his drink even 1f he steals 1t
Some people require drink on six days a
week and may even require it on the
seventh day. The Premier is one of the
staunchest advocates of femperance and
he is in favour of making the experiment.
If on some Sunday that it is 110 de-
grees in the shade any club member can
zo along and get as much drink as he
likes, whereas perhaps a man who is really
m need of a drink is debarred from get-
ting it unless he goes ahout getting it by
such means as will place him within_the
posgihility of getting into the Police
Conrt.
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Mr. Smith: Why did oot. the Premier
propose a Bill that provided for this?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He only got 13
members in the House to support it.

Alr, ®mith: I mean this Bill.

The Premier: This is a new Bill.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: | know the House
would not earry it if it was submitted.
1 think it is a goed provision to make.
People are going to drink no matter what
vestrictive legislation is placed upon the
drink traftic.  Hf we. close the hotels at
G o’clock in the afternoon they would still
wet their drink by some means or other.
([ the Comupnssioner of Pulive cannot deal
effectuafly with holders of gallon licenses
I want to know how he iz going to deal
with the «ly grog shops that will he sure
to epring into existence. If we are going
to close hotels at 6 o’clock in the afterncon
we shall have a very dismal sort of city.
There are many people who will not go
to the picture shows and who will not
stop af home at any price.  What are
they woing to do and where ave they
poing? '

The Premier:
up here.e

They can always come

iy, George: That would be the dead
finish,

Yr. OLOGHLEN : 1 am rather
pleased to see in the Bill a provisien re-
lating to ¢lubs. | am a member of three
elubs in the City at the present time and
] reaitse I may be taken to task for giv-
inz expression to my opinion on the sub-
jeet. | favour clubs being brought under
the jrrovision of the Bilt for the reason
that | believe no one should be allowed to
have these privileges, Just the same might
he said in regard to the Parliamentary
har which should he eclosed up. If a
member of Parliament cannot go withont
refreshment during the restricted hours
to be allowed to the ceneral publie, it
is time he learnt to do so. T am not
going to vote for six o’clock although T
helieve that will be carried. Tt was car-
ried in South Australia and they had
diffienitv in applying it there. They took
a poll there over the whole of the State
on the same principle as has been advo-
cated here to-night and to which T am
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opposed. The Premier of South Aus-
tralia (Mr. Vaughan) told me that his
life was made wmiserable by his attempt
to deal with the guestion, seeing that the
poll was taken over the whole of the
State. As a matter of fact, the country
distriets told the City it must close up.
In the metropolitan area by a majority
of two to one the people decided in
favour of 11 o'clock. The position is
now that a law will bave to be enacted
to compel these people fo close their bars,
althongh they have to keep their houses
open for the accommodation of country
visitors who may arrive in the city either
by the 7 o'clock, 8§ o'clock, or 8 o'clock
train. Thev have therefore to keep open
until 11 o’clock. How is the thing going
to work out? [ Dhelieve it is a good
schenie to split the State up into districts
and allow each distriet to decide for
itself. This overlapping business, this
business of people merely having to go
across the sireets, is not likely to be
operated on to the detriment of the mea-
sure, [t would be unfair for one man
10 he deprived of the right of going into
a hotel to have a drink while his fellow
man, who is more fortunately situated and
is finaneially able to belong to a club and
pay lis annual subseription, is in a posi-
tion ta get a drvink at any time. If the
clubs were not hrough! under the opera-
tion of this measure their membership
would double during the first week in
whieh it hecame law.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Are you opposed io¢ clubs
having lockers?

Mir. O'LOGHLEN: It is immaterial

* whether we oppose the locker system or

not. Tt is going to be introduced in all
clubs and all members will have lockers.
We shall have a svstem of secret drink-
g springing up. T shonld be very sorry
to see the six o'clock hour earried. 1
think it would have heen hetter for South
Australia if they had carried the 8
o’clock hour. hecause they would then
have had some chance of making it per-
manent.

Mr. Thomas: Wonld there not be
secret drinking after 8 o’clock?
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN : To sowe extent
there might be. We are taking people
away from an established custom. There
are many ways of dealing effectively
with the liquor trade. We pass a Bill
which is going to diminish econsumption
i the liguor trade, but not as mueh as
advoeates of the Bill hold.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Not necessarily.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is a matter
of vpinjon. Why is the Honorary Min-
ister supporting its introduction?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I am not so exeited as you
are about it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: From what I know
of the Honorary Minister, if six ¢’elock
comes in, T think he will have a pretiy
bud time of it. Before this Bill goes to
the vote—and I believe there will be no
division in this Chamber—I wish to ex-
press the hope that when we are dealing
with it in Committee an attempt will be
made to adjust matters for the licensee
and not leave him at the merey of the
biewer. The feature that stands out in
connection with licensing matters in
Western Australia is the enormous hold
which the brewery proprietors have upon
the Iiquor traffic.  We find that the
shareholders of most of the brewery com-
panies are living in Melbourne and draw-
ing their dividends from Western Ans-
tralia. Tf the poor tenant or licensee
once gets into their clutehes they drive
a harder bargain with them than the
most aggressive Shylock e¢ould ever do.
They extract enormous ingoings from
them and pile the rent on to them. The
rent imposed on some of the City pro-
perties is absurd, and such as would be
impossible for us to expect the licensees
to continue to pay. I suppose that many
of these men are not able to pay such
rents. There are not five publicans in the
city of Perth that are making more than
£4 a week for their wives and children
after paying the rent and their ordinary
expenses. When the next income tax
returns come along the Premijer will be
able to see how mueh income these pub-
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licans have been able to earn for the last
gix months.

The Premier: We shall see.
you like to look at them?® :

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: 1 shall be pleased
lo peruse them later on if the Premier
will permit me. When this measure gets
into Cowmmittee we shall perhaps be able
to make the adjustment I have spoken of
nstead of bringing abomt these reforms,
I believe as soon as Parliament settles
down to serious business and this truee
between parties has been cleared off and
Parliament onee more takes a hand in
respeet to the licensing laws, steps will
he taken to obtain expert advice as to
the system adopted to-day by the brew-
ers in putting licensees into the different
houses. T believe we could diminish the
eonsumption of drink very materially if
we could remove some of the meretricious
practices which we find going on to-day
in the hotel trade and which are follow-
ing the drink traffic into the late lLours
of the night. The “shouting” system
prevails in the City to an enormous de-
gree and encourages both wunnecessary
and lheavy drinking. &

The Premier: Abolish “shouting.”

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is impossible to
abolish it. Even if a man does not want
to drink himself

Mr. Thomas: Bring iu an “anti-shout-
ing” Bill.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: It would not be
worth the paper it is written on. It
has been tried in other parts of the
world and eannot be enforced. It is no
use bringing in such a measure,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : With reservations I will sup-
port you,

Mr. ’LOGHLEN : I believe that many
great reforms eould be introduced in
several directions in our licensing laws
as seoon as we have an opportunity of
dealing with them once more. 1 helieve
that both good and bad results will follow
from this Bill, but that the good results
will ontweigh the bad. I regret that
there is a certzin number of men en-
gaged in the trade, reputable men and
citizens, who will go to the wall as &

Would
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result of this measure through no fault
of their own.

The Premier: No chance.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: No doubt there are
dozens of men in Western Australia who
will find it impossible to stand up under
the new conditions. Possibly, however,
it is better for these 20 or 100 licensees,
whatever number there may be, to go to
the wall and perhaps take up some other
oceupation than to have the evils which
now surround the liquor traffic continue
in our midst.

Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [9.12]:
When speaking on the Address-in-reply,
1 said I would support the Bill which
we now have submitted. to us, and I am
glad to do so on this oceasion. Generally
speaking, I am not particularly pleased
with regard to the referendum prineiple,
but T loock upon this not as the thin edge
of the wedge to bring in the principle so
warmly advocated by the Labour party,
but I look upon it more in the light of
loeal option. Tt is u questivn upon which
the people should have the choice of say-
ing what hours the liquor traffic shall be
engaged upon.

The Premier: What is a referendum
on any question bunt local opfion on that
particular guestion?

Mr. VERYARD: The hon. member
for Leonora (Mr. Foley) in speaking on
the Bill referred to the waste of money
that we would inenr in submitting the
referendum to the people. I do not think
it is s0 much of a waste of money, and
I agree with the hon, member for Bun-
bury (Mx. Thomas) when he said that
probably great gain would follow in the
train of the local option in the way of a
decreased consumption of liquor. He also
thought it would be better for the Gov-
ernment to take the responsibility as well
as hon. members of introducing a Bill to
this effect. I am quite prepared to sup-
port the Government if they were to bring
in a Bill to close hotels at six o’elock
every evening. I am pleased indeed that
the Bill provides that all licenses shall
be affected, and that it includes refresh-
ment rooms, refreshment cars on the
railways, and also vessels or packels on
the river. I have no objection to inelud-
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ing Parliament House also, and I think
that many other hon. members of this
Chamber would agree with fhat pro-
vision, I am prepared to supporf the
provisions of the Bill for a referendum,
as I do pot think we should force this
on the people without an expression of
port the suggestion which has been made
port the suggesion which has been made
that license fees should be reduced be-
canse the homrs of trading are reduced.
In view of the enormous sums which have
been paid for ingoing, I think the land-
lords should he prepared to bear a small
loss. T am in sympathy with the principle
of the Bill, for the reason that I hold,
seeing that other businesses have to close
at six o'clock, there is no justification
for licensed houses being permitted to
trade for five hours after other business
places are closed.

Mr, 8. STUBBS (Wagin) [9.17}: My
chief concern is in regard to the pro-
vision which the Attorney General has
made for the taldng of the referendnm
in the menth of December. That is the
reason why I, as representative of an
agriculfural district, am speaking on this
second reading. T am of opinion that the
date fixed by the Aftorney General for
the referendum——

The Attorney General: We have not
fixed Lhe date.

Mr. 8. STUBB8: 1 understood from
the Attorney General that it had been
fixed for December.

The Attorney General: I said I would
try to make arrangements to have the
vote taken at the same time as the Fed-
eral referendum.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: 1 am giving the
House reasons why, if the vote is to bhe
taken in December, with eompulsory vot-
ing, it is going to ereate a hardship on a
large section of the people in the eountry
distriets. Many farmers would pay a
fine, and if necessary go to gaol, rather
than leave their harvesting and run the
risk of storms and the other many pests
which have harassed the farmers in my
distriet during the past two or three
years. That is why I am concerned as fo
the result of a referendum taken in De-
cember. A few people—I will not ecall
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them fanaties, but there is a certain class
in every district thronghout Anwustralia
and the world who are advocates of total
abstinence. Those people naturally would
go to the poll and record their votes. The
vast majority of the people living in my
elecforate are, 1 am certain, not staunch
teetotallers.

The Premier: They ought to be.

Mr, S. STUBBS: At the present time
1 think most of them are by foree of
eirenmstances; they have not the money
to spend.

The Premier:
my interjeetion.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That is beside the
question. Lots of people are not doing
now many things which they do in nor-
mal times. The temperance people going
to the poll would carry a vote in favour
of hotels heing closed at six o’cloek, thus
causing a hardship on many whe do not
o to the poll.

Mr. Griffiths: There will be compul-
sory veoting and they will have to go to
the poll.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That is not my point,
I say that many people would rather
pay a fine than leave their harvesting
at that time. My point is that a few
people will ecarry a vote in favonr of
the eclosing of hotels at six o’clock,
whereas a majority of the people who
will not go to the poll to record their
votes, becaunse they will be better em-
ployed in harvesting, will be penalised.
The next time they go to town—perhaps
a matter of 40 miles—to transact their
business, they will not be able to get
even a glass of brandy if they are ill

The Premier: Tf the doetor in your
distriei knows his business he will order
the brandy.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: If we are going to
have a referendum on this question, it
should not be left until December. This
House should deeide that the referen-
dum shall be taken independently of the
Federal referendum, and that the voice
of the people shall be taken at a time
eonvenient to a majority of the people
of the State. From what T have seen
during the past few weeks, there is cer-
tainly an amouni of drinking going on

That was the reason for
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in this Cily amongst soldiers. There are
certain people who, when they meet a
man in nniform, invite him to drink; he
has three or four drinks, and before he
knows where he is he is unfortunately
not so steady as he might be. The im-
pression ereated with a majority of peo-
ple who see this man in the street is that
all the seldiers are of the same calibre.
That impression is going to do meore in-
jury than anything else to the retorned
soldiers who have done so nobly at the
Dardanelles in upholding the prestige
of old England. It is pitiful, and [
think is ealeulated to alienate the sym-
pathy which should be extended to évery
returned soldier. My observafion in
Wellington-street alone hetween ten and
eleven o'clock at night has convineed toe
that there is far more liquor consumed
in hotels in Perth by soldiers and by
citizens than should be.

Member: [t is a guestion of constita-
tion. One man can take only one drink,
while another may be able to stand 20.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The hours for the
sale of liquor to soldiers should be re-
stricted. and I hope that this Bill will
become law, so that the hours for sale
shall be reduced at any rate in some dis-
tricts.

The Premier: 1f the soldier happens
to be an officer and a member of the
Weld Club, you wonid not stop bim?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The Premier has no
right to make sueh an interjection. 1 de-
sire, if the Bill becomes law, that its
provisions shall apply equally to elubs
and hotels. All my life I have en-
deavoured io be as fair to the man work-
ing for me as to the Governor for that
magter. 1 believe one man to be as good
as another, and if we stop the sale of
lHquor to the working man we should
stop it equally to the memher of the
Weld Club. That shall by my objeét so
leng as I am the member for my distriet.

The Premier: I knew that was your
opinion, hut was afraid you were not
going to express it.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I say again, if we
are going to restriet the sale of liquor in
the City it should be restricted in respeet
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of all licensed premises, and pot to any
particnlar place or any partieular hotel.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [925]:1
have pleasure in supporting the second
reading of this measure, beeause I was
for many years connected with a wmove-
ment in favour of sound temperance. I
I think a great deal of the diffienlty in
the way of temperance reform has been
caused by the extreme views of the tem-
perance people themselves. Latterly the
views of the temperance people have
heen more moderate, and in my opinion,
if we are moderate in our arguments, we
are more likely to succeed. This mea-
sure is a move in the right direetion, and
I support it as it stands. We will get
a vote from the people in the various dis-
triets, and it will have a better effect
than if a vote were taken of the people
of the State as a whole. The member
for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) said he
hoped that the licensee and the owner of
licensed houses would have some con-
sideration. The people interested in the
liquor traffic are considered in this
House, and in another place, mote than
the people in any other line. Why should
we consider the liguor traffic people
above any other? T am in accord with
this siep. The quesiion has been raised
as to the hest time for taking this refer-
endum. It has been pointed out that if
the vote be taken in December many
people will refrain from going to the
poll.  Those people, in staying away
from the poll, will take a risk and incur
the liability under the compulsory vot-
ing provision. In any case, the poll will
be a reflection of the views of those who
vote.  Therefore, it does not wmatter
materially whether the vote be taken on
one day or another. It is the expression
of opinion in the eonstitueney in which
it is taken, the verdiet of those who
vote. Let us have a verdict on this ocea-
sion to ascertain what the people desire.
The member for North Perth (Mr.
Smith) made a remark, which was en-
dorsed by the member for Bunbury (M.
Thomas), to the effect that this was a
question of thirst. In my opinion, that
is not so altogether, becanse, if it were
so, there would not be one-tenth of the
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liquor consumed that actually is con-
sumed. The shouting custom has been a
curse to the State, If it were not for
that shouting custom, if one would not
pay for drinks for the other, if it were
not for the social element, we would not
have the young in our midst yielding to
excess in the way they do, What is the
case now with our young fellows from
Blackboy Hill when they come to town?
[t is a matter of the soecial element: one
standing drinks for the other and wish-
ing him goud juck.

Member: That applies to a very small
proportion of them.

Mr, HARRISON: Were it not for the
shouting custom, we should not have half
the expense for police. The drink gies-
tion aflecls every other social trouble we
have, right through the State; and I
trust. indeed T feel sure, that the House
will earry the second reading of this Bill
without going to o division,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. MeBbowall in the Chair, the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Rill.

(Mause 1—agreed fto.

Clause 2—Tnterpretation :

Mr. PIESSE: [ should be glad to see
railway refreshment rooms excluded. Tt
is well known that fairly large sums of
money have been paid by the licensees of
refreshment roows, and | fear serious loss
will result to these people if their estah-
lishments are rlosed as suggested.

The Premier: Those rooms are open for
lalf an hour before and after the arrival
ot trains,

Mr, PTESSE: But if they cannot open
after, say, 6 o'elock, they may lose a very
large portion of their trade,

The Premier: Compensation is pro-
vided under the Bill

Mr. GTORGE : Great care will have to
be exercised in dealing with railway re-
freshment rooms under this measure, Tf
they are allowed to remain open while
hotels are closed, there will be a tremen-
dous application for platform tickets and
the refreshment rooms will simply become
huge drinking saloons. In connection
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with ih¢ Sunday closing legislation of
some yeurs ago, it was found that, whilst
the Perth hotels were closed, numbers of
men were to be seen drunk in Wellington-
street, On inquiry it appeared that very
large nnmbers of platform fickets were
being issued on Sunday, and, moreover, at
times when no trains were arriving or
leaving. People simply bought platform
tickets in order to go on the Perth plat-
form to get liquor wheu they could not
wel il at the hotels, I absolutely stopped
that traflic by elosing the bars of the re-
freshment room over Sunday. It will be
a diffieult maiter to give compensation
in {he case of refreshment rooms on the
sante lines as those applying to hotels.
The loss of profit to an hotel consequent
on closing during certain hours ean be es-
timnfed, but refreshment rooms derive
their bnsiness from trains, which possibly
miglit he timed to arrive after the closing
honr to be fixed by the referendum.

The Premier: May not the hours for
whieh hotels are reduced be their best
hours ?

My, GEORGE: Possibly,

The Premier: But hotels will get only a
proporiionate allowanece.

Mr. GEORGE: If refreshment rooms
are restricted to cerfain hours, which ex-
clude the very trains that bring in the
btk of the trade, what is to be done?

The Premier: The public have the right
to say.

Mr. GEORGE : The question of the re-
freshment rooms will be found a more
diflicult and complicated one tban that of
the hotels.

The Premier: What do you proposef

Mr., GEORGLE: Refreshment rooms
might be omitled from the Bill, or tha
question might stand over until it has
been carefully thought out. 1 am sure
the Commissioner of Railways, if asked,
will say that it is a very diffienlt matter
to deal absolutely fairly by both the de-
pariment and the refreshment room
keeper.

The Premier: I am prepared to admit
that "the Commissioner of Railways ad-
vised against the inclosion of refreshment
rovns and dining cars in this Bill. What
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would you advise? You have been Com-
missioner of Railways.

Mr, GEQRGE: I would think the mat-
ter over., 1 cannot advise right away.
Do not let us perpetrate an injustice, as
we may quite easily and quite innocently
do in connection with this matier,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: An injustice will be
done if refreshment rooms are not in-
cluded in the Bill. I have in mind the
Wagin refreshment room, and as the
trains from Albany and Perth junction
at Wagin at about midnight the people
in the town will be able to get their re-
freshments there, when the hotels are
closed.

Mr. Taylor: They would not wait until
midnight to get a drink.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Many people would.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : As the Bill
was only introdueed on Tuesday evening,
I am surprised at the Attorney General
going into Committee on it so scon, I
would suggest that progress be reported
until next week, so that members might
have an opportunity of studying the de-
tails ofs the different clanses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
would be willing to report progress ex-
cept for the fact that we must make some
progress with our work. Hon. members
have had a very light time and it is due
to them to begin now. 1 do nat think we
shall go very far beecause there are some
clauses which are debatable. A good,
deal has been said about consistency. We
are going to be consistent. We cannot
say [o the hotelkeeper that he must close
at six o’clock and then allow Government
institntions to remain open after thai
hour. There would be no consistency
there.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: No one is advo-
cating that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hoen.
members are advocating that refreshment
rooms should be excluded.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: It is a question
of compensation,

‘The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
will be dealt with under Clause 15. The
only point under this clause is consist-
ency; shall all vendors of liqguor be under
the same law?
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Mr, Piesse: Together with justice to
the people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ii is
the people who are to say whether liguor
shall or shall not be sold after six o’clock.
Then we will say that it shall not be
sold anywhere after that hour. In every
institution, when we have to do good to
the whole body politic, we must some-
times do private injury, and this is one
of those occasions, At a further stage of
the Bill we endeavour fo make some re-
conmapense for that.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do you wipe out the
bona fide traveller clause?

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: Yes,
and an hon., mewmher intends to move an
amendment in regard to the elubs,

Mr. James Gardiner: And to be con-
sistent you will wipe out the distriet
clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T shall
dea]l with that when ii is reached.

Hon. H. 8. LEFROY: It would be
wrong to allow licensed premises on rail-
way lands to remain open if the hotels
are to be closed. We would ecertainly
have the spectacle after the closing of the
hotels of people going to the refreshment
rooms for their lignor when they were
opened on the arrival of trains,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I understand
some of the State hotels have not been
licensed under the Tacensing Act and T
think, therefore, it will be necessary to
include them in the definition. T move an
amendment—

That efter “includes,” tn line 3 of
the definition of “licensed premises,”
the words “State kotels” be added.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: An elector

is defined as a person qualified to vote at
an election for the Assembly and is a
person over the age of 21 who need not
be on the roll. Under the Electoral Aect,
an elector is defined as a person on the
roll. Therefore, any person over the age
of 21 eonld claim to vote at the referen-
dum even if he were not on the roll.
Surely it is necessary to have some check.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause
14 applies the provision of the Electoral
Act.
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The Premier: The point is a person
is qualified for enrolment if he is 21.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
not only must he be qualified for enrol-
ment, but he must be on the roll.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Are restaurant
cars licensed by the Commissioner of
Railways? I understand they are not.

The Attorney General: They are.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Is there a li-
cense, or has the Commissioner power to
open any refreshment room he pleases?

The Attorney General: It is done by
anthority given by the Commissioner.
They are not licensed in the usaal sense.

Houn, J. MITCHELL: If the Bill be-
comes law and hotels in the agrieultural
distriets are closed at six o’clogk, a re-
freslinent car on a train would have to
travel to Merredin with eclosed doors.
Then if the goldfields voted for the re-
tention of present hours, the Merredin
car would arrive there with open doors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Imove
an amendment—

That in line 4 of the definition of
“licensed premises,” the words “U-
censed by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways” be struck out,

This will achieve the object sought by the
hon. member,

Mr. George: There are refreshment
rooms with whiech the Commissioner has
nothing to do. What about those?

The Premier: If they sell liquor, they
must come under the Aect.

Mr. PTESSE: Members do not seem
to clearly realise the position of people
who hold refreshment room licenses out-
side of municipalities—on trunk lines.
These licenses were sold

Mr. Taylor: Clause 15 deals with them.

Mr. PTESSE: If these rooms are a
convenience to the publie, why close them
under a referendum?

The Minister for Wiorks: That applies
to every hotel in the State.

Mr. PIESSE: No; I agree with the
restriction of hours, but these rooms are
merely open for an hour for the conveni-
ence of the public.

The Premier: No. some of them are
open till midnight.
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Mr, PIESSE: 1 suggest that the de-
finition be altered to include refreshment
rooms situated within a munieipality,

The Premier: \Vhy a municipality?

Mr. PLESSE: Because refreshment
rooms$ on trunk lines are a convenience.
T am not a drinker, but a glass of whisky
would do me more good than some of the
tea, which is positively deadly. To avoid
an injustice, the definition should be con-
fined to refreshment rooms within muni-
cipalities and those on trunk lines wonld
then he exempt.

The Premier: All the refreshment
rooms in big towns are within muni-
cipalities—Beverley, Wagin, Narrogin.

Mr. PIESSE: But they are open only
af the time of the arrival and departure
of trains.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Presuming
that meiropolilan disiriets voted for 11
o'clock eclosing, aountry distriets for 6
o'clock closing and the goldfields for 11
o’cloek, how could the Government run a
refreshment. ear?

The Premier:
express,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Wonld the
car he open till it reached Guildford,
closed during the run through the eountry
districts, and then opened again on reach-
ing the fields?

Mr. WANSBROUGH: There is ne
neressity to include refreshment rooms in
this measure becaunse they are governed
by railway regulations and they are open
only half an hour before and after a
train arrives,

Alter the time of the

The Premier : YWhat about where
trains are running all day long?
Mr. WANSBROUGH: Speeial pro-

vision shonld be made for the metropoli-
tan rooms. To avoid an injustice, those
m the eountry should be exempted,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At Merredin, all
the trains except one arrive in the middle
of the night, and the refreshment rooms
would therefore have to be closed alto-
zether.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt is ridieulous
for ns to deal with matters in the way
we are doing. The Attorney General
should report progress and look into the
question of the refreshment rooms. If
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they are not wanted by the travelling
public let them be wiped out.

The Premier: Tt is merely a question
of affecling the sale of liquor.

Mr, Munsie: You can obtain a cup of
coffee or tea under present circumstances,
but not if the rooms are elosed up.

Hou. J. MITCHELL: At present they
are open all day and all night, The At-
torney General is not altering the law to
give general satisfaction. Tt is absurd
to set up this principle in regard to re-
freshment rooms. Even the Attorney
General does not seem clear on the point.

The PREMIER: { asked hon. mem-
bers io consider the wmatter from the
voint of view of the prineiple contained
in the Bill. We propose to submit to the
people by referendum the question of
when hotels shall he allowed to ply their
busingss in selling intoxicating liguor.
We are not going fo close hotels in fav-
our of six o’clock against a person wish-
ing to obtain accommodation.  Neither
do we intend to close refreshment rooms
on the railways except in respeet to in-
toxieating liquors.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Hotels will be able to
#ell non-intoxicaiing drinks in the hil-
tiard room.

The PREMTER: They will not be
able to keep open their premises after
the hour decided npon. Tf we are going
to allow refreshment rooms on railways
to supplv intoxicating liquor half an hour
hefore a irain arrives, and half an hour
afterwards, we are goilng to defeat the
decision of the people.

Hen. J. Mitehell: You do it now.

The PREMIER: We do not. We
have no right to exempt these refresh-
ment rooms. There s no reason why a
person ftravelling hy train shonld receive
any more consideration than a man
carrying his swag through the bhush.

Mr. James Gardiner: You compel him
to have his meals on the train.

The PREMIER: Yes, hut we compel
lim to act reasonably and sensibly by
drinking tea or coffee or water, and not
spoiling good tucker by bad Tiquor.

Hon. J. Mitehell: The travelling pub-
liec would be suhject to varying condi-
tions nnder this Bill.
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The PREMIER: 1t is a simple mat-
er. To provide that everybody’s wishes
shall be met would require a policeman
for every individual in the State. We
would have to engage an additional num-
ber of porters, of policemen, Lo stand at
the refreshment room doors and check
every ftickef holder to see that he was
Iravelling by that particular traip.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They are open till
two o'clock in the morning now.

The PREMIER: People do not usu-
ally wait till two o’cloek in the morning
in order to get refreshment. The people
who use these rooms are generally travel-
ling to their destination.

Mr. George: Put it on the platform
ticket and let them pay 6d.

The PREMIER: I admit that the
Commissioner of Railways has suggested
that we should find some means of get-
ting over the diffieulty, He makes special
reference to Beverley. People traveiling
by train arrive there at eight o'clock,
but under the wweastre would not get any
liquor if the people there had declared
in favour of six o'elock. But I see no
more hardship in a man travelling by
train than 2 man travelling on horseback
and not being able to get a drink. We
should eomply with the sishes of the
people in the particular distriet.

Mr. James Gardiner: The dining cars
would be run through four constitnen-
cies.

The PREMIER: The time may arrive
when the dining ear will run from a dry
district altogether, and the bar wonld
then not be opened until the ear had
reached a distriet which had declared in
favour of a later hour, when the passen-
gers would be able to get what drink
they desired. We are not going to per
mit hona-fide travelling to come to this.

Mr. George: Stop liquor asltogether on
the railways.

The PREMIER: We propose to do it.
When the people decide in a distriet that
liquor shall nof be sold after certain
hours, we shall fall info line with the
rest of the peonle and stop selling liguor
while in that distriet.

Mr. George: You can stop selling
liguor on the railways now, if you like.

[17]
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The PREMIER: We de not like. Ve
want lo sell the liquor just as long as the
people desire and no longer.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Comuwis-
sioner of Railways should not have power
to open a place unless he obtains per-
mission from some autbority, FHe is,
however, fo be given absolute power over
these licenses.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. wmember
must speakh ¢ the amendmeni. 1 must
keep the hon. member at least within
measurable distancg of what is before the
Commiitee,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We are dealing
wilh the question of licenses issned by
the Commissioner of Railways. He has
unlimited power to open licensed pre-
mises wherever he pleases. No cne ecan
control him in this matter. It shounld be
made impossible for him to open any re-
freshment rooms, and sell lignor therein
withont {he permission of some authority.

The CHAIRMAN: The only thing 1
can allow the hon. member to do on this
clavse is to say whether he is in favenr
of the words being struck out or retained.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I {hink we
might report progress and ask leave to
stt again.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MUNSTIE: 1 move an
ment—

That e line & of the interprefation
of “Licensed Premises” the word “and”
be struck out, and at the end of the
inferpretation  the following words
ndded :—*“and registered clubs where
YHauor is sold”

Mr. GEORGE: Ts there such a thing
as an unrcgistered elub?

Mr. MUNSIE: If this amendment is
carried——

Mr. George interjected.

The CHATRMAN: Order! T am
watting tired of these unruly interjec-
tions, ‘They must cease.

Amendment passed.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1
amendment—

That at the end of the definition as
amended. the words “and resident
clubs where liquor ¢s sold” be added.
Amendment passed.

amend-

move a forther
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Mr. MUNSIE: I move
amendment—

That at the end of the definition of
“licensee” the words “and the secretary
of any registered club holding a
certificate wunder the Licensing Aeit
(No. 32) of 1911 be added.
Amendment passed, the clause as

amended, agreed to.
Progress reported.

a  furlher

BILL — NEWCASTLE-BOLGART
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[10.35] in moving the second reading
said: This is a Bill for the purpose of
extending the Newecastle-Bolgart Rail-
way a matter of four miles. Houw. mem-
bers are aware that in 1912 Parliament
aproved an extension of this railway for
a distance of 31 miles. It was thought
advisable on the recommendation of the
district survevor of lands that this line
should be extended to bring the terminus
as near as possible to the main road bhe-
tween Wongan Hills Railway and the
Midland Railway and authoriiy was de-
sired to deviate five miles on either side
for the purpose of having the railway as
near the cenire of the two hines referred
to as possible. On (he survey being made
it was found that the site chosen for the
stafion was unsuitable and that it was
desirable to extend the line three-
quarters of a mile further where there
was a better site for the ereetion of the
station. The exiension previously aun-
thorised provided for 31 miles; this Bill
provides for a further four miles, mak-
ing 35 in all. The position with regard
to the eonstruction of the line already
authorised is as follows:—Clearing and
grohbing, 20 miles completed; earth-
works 15 miles completed; new Bolgart
station vard, nearly finished. Members
will realise that this is an authorify for
an extension for omly a shori distance.
They know the purpose for which the
additional lengih is desired and thati it
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is hoped that this short extension will’

of great benefit fo the district. 1 move

That the Bill be now read a secor
time.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [10.42
I uotiee that this Bill provides for tl
exiension of the railway for another fu
miles, and 1 understaud from the explz
ation given by the Minister for Worl
that this is proposed wilh a view to brin
ing the ferminus to the road which rut
from the main Geraldton read to Wa
gan, I rvegrel it has been found nece
sary to tix the terminal point a mile awa
from this road. I understand that t
reason is that there i3 a more suitab
site for making a station there. T regn
that it is not possitble under this Bill t
extend the railway further north.
it were extended about 12 miles instea
of four it would tap some of the fine
agriculinral country in Western Aw
tralia, country which it not only airead
developed and seltled, but which is ocer
pied by men who are prepared to go i
for further development work. The onl
thing they need is the facility of a rai
way. Three or four years ago a deput:
tion from this distriet approached th
Government with regard to the extensio
of this railway further north, and anothe
deputation subsequently interviewed th
Iate Minister for Works on the same sul
jeet. There is already a number of peopl
settled on the land, and the provisio
of a railway would provide means fo
the further development of the couniry
At the present fime those people have ¢
eart their wheat 25 miles to a railway
and the extension 12 miles further nort
would place the railway within convénien
reach.

Mr. James Gardiner: Wouald you ne
go ensi?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Na, I shoul
zo almost due north so as fo come int
the country lo the east of Tndarrie, prae
tieally north to a point somewhere nea
Indarrie.  That would tap the whole o
the comniry T refer to, and@ enable th
people now there to develop their lanc
further, and to grow wheat at a profit
which they are unable to do at the pre



[26 Avcust, 1915.]

sent time. T know of one case where
a settler in that eountry bas neariy 2,000
acres under wheat. The whole of that
wheat will have to be carted 25 miles to
veach a railway at the present time.
Where we have settlers of this type, pre-
pared to spend money in opening up the
country, we ought to give encouragement.
Besides, there are others prepared to go
on the same lines, if this railway were
only extended further north. They are
ready and waiting. They have been wait-
ing for years for the further extension,
and T think they will be very much dis-
appointed if the railway does not go fur-
ther north into the country 1 have spoken
of. I repeat that this would develop
some of the best agrieultural country in
Western Australia, where people now are
unable to develop their holdings in the
way that they desire, simply because they
have not a railway within reasonable dis-
tance of them. 1 should be 2lad to have
some assuraiiee from the Government that
it is intended at an early date in nroceed
with the further extension of this rail-
way to the north, if provision ecannot
be made for that in fhe present Bill.

Mr. PTESSE (Toodyay) [1042]: I
desire to endorse the remarks of the last
speaker, and at the same time to express
my pleasure at the introduction of this
Bill. Small us Lthe extension is, it repre-
gents 2 boon indeed to the settlers in the
immediate vieinity. As the member for
Moore (Hon. H. B. Lefroy) has said,
there is some excellent land further north
and also further east, and I look forward
to the day—not a distant one, I hope—
when we shall have the pleasure of sec-
ing another Bill introduced for the pur-
pose of a further considerable extension.
T should like to have an assurance from
the Minister for Works that, seeing the
Government alreadv have a construction
party working on the line, it is intended
te eomplete that railway without a break
and as soon as possible.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN (Minister for
Works—North-Fast Fremantle—in re-
ply} [1044]: T was quite aware that
a deputation had waited on the Jate Min-
ister for Works to urge a further exten-
sion. As hon. members know, however,
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at the present time the finances are such
that the Government would not be justi-
fied in submitting to Parliament any
new railway Bills until we see some
prospect of constructing the railways al-
ready approved.  The short estension
proposed by this Bill is really a matter
of necessity. 1 have never visited the
loeality wheve the railway junctions with
the road, but 1 am assured by the
Engineer-in-Chief that it is necessary to
carry Lhe railway stalion three-quarters
of a mile beyond the road because the
point of junction is not at all suitable
for a station site. Undoubtedly it is the
intention of the Government to continue
work on this railway. We cannot, of
course, foresee what may lake place; but,
if linances will permit, there will be no
desire on the pavt of the Government to
cease this work. T only hope the time is
not far distant when the finances of the
Slate will be such as to allow the line
to be earried further north, in accordance
with the suggestion of the member for
Moore {Hon. H. R. Lefroy).
Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

n Commitiee.

Mr, Carpenter in the Chair, the Alin-
ister for Works in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to T—agreed to.

Sehednle:

Hon. I1. B. LEFROY: T should like
to emphasise my remark on the second
reading that this railway, if extended
furiher north, will go into eountry whieh
15 all setiled, all oceupied—with thon-
sands upon thonsands of aeres not wait-
ing for seitlement, bur already ssitled.

- As a rule, railways are bnilt io induce

settlement; but the country T refer to is
already partly developed. T hope the
Government will bear this in mind when
dealing with the question in future, and
T trust that before long the finances will
allow of the snbmission of a schednle for
a further extension northwards,

Schednle put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at {1050 p.m.



